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DISCOURSE 


Cox vRRSTION of the TAILOR, 
SBjßspoken of AA xvi. 2 3 24, Sc. 


AVING ſpoken of the Converſion of 

Lydia, with the Conſequences of it, as 
| recorded As xvi. 14, 15. I now come 
to the Failor, whom we read of ver. 23, &c.— 
This Man is to be looked upon as a more illuſ- 
trious Monument of Free Grace than Lydia: 
For having been an ignorant ſtupid Idolater, a 
Man of a fierce, rugged, ſavage Diſpoſition, and 
an active cruel Perſecutor 'of the Servants of 
Chriſt ; he was ſo far altered for the better, as to 
become an humble, thankful, joyful Be- 
liever; and not only fo, but, Nobetl, an emi- 
nently able Miniſter of the Goſpel, and one of 
the Biſbops, or Paſtors, of the Church of Chrift 
gathered at Philippi. — The Change which con- 
verting Grace makes is very conſiderable: And 
'tis of the ſame Kind on every one, who is fo 
happy as to partake of it. What a gracious God 
did for Lydia, in opening her Heart, the ſame he 
did for the Failor.. Yet there was ſomewhat ex- 
traordinary in what concerned the Converſion of 
this ignorant Savage, this Wolf of a Man, this 
viotent Perſecutor. The Occaſions of it, the Speedi- 
neſs of it, the Conſequences of it; all theſe were 
not 3 little marvellous and ſurprizing. Scarce 
. | 1 l any 
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any of the primitive Converſions, that of the A. 
Poſtle Paul excepted, were more memorable than 
this, To begin with the Occaſions of it. A Va- 
riety of remarkable Incidents preceded, and made 
Way for, the Converſion of this Monſter of 
Wickedneſs. — The Wiſdom of Providence evi- 
dences itſelf in working about it's nobleſt Deſigns 
gradually, One Event makes Way for another ; 
and ſeveral Things concur for bringing about the 
1. of a Sinner. Now the Preparatives to 
2 Converſion of the Failor ſpoken of were 
tnele, ... A+ ; o | 
1. Paul and Silas having been cruelly treated 
before, were. thruſt into. Priſon, and committed 
to the Cuſtody of this inhuman Jailor, who hav- 
ing received a ſtrict Charge concerning them, did 
rather more than he was ordered: For he 
'« thruſt them into the inner Priſon, and made 
« their Feet faſt in the Stocks.” Yer. 23, 24. 
2. Theſe good Men being thus cloſely confined, 
they behaved it in a moſt Chriſtian-like Manner; 
ſpent much of their Time in Prayer and Praiſe ; 
and, probably, while engaged in Prayer, forgot 
not to entreat particularly for their cruel Keeper; 
which I ſhall chuſe to conſider as another Occa- 
ſion, or Means, of his Converſion ; not without 
good Grounds for it, as we ſhall hear. 

3. While Paul and Silas were thus Chriſtianly 
employed, there was ſuddenly a great Earth- 
quake,” the Conſequences of which ſtruck the 
Jailor with no ſmall Terror, and put him upon a 
deſperate Reſolution to deſtroy his own Life. 
A nr 

4. That raſh impious Deſigu of his was pro- 
videntially fruſtrated, by Means of the two excel- 
Tent Perſons whom he had treated fo ſhamefully 
put a little before. Ver, 28, - And 
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g. As he was mercifu ly reſtrained. from Seli- 
Murder, while unconverted and very unfit to die, 
ſo his Terror, and Concern about ſome temporary 
Damage he might ſuffer, was turned into a much 
more reaſonable and happy Concern about his ſpi- 


ritual Intereſts ; as we hind, Ver. 29, 30 


6. Hereupon Paul and Silas preach the Goſpel 
to him, and direct him to Faith on Chriſt, as an 
infallible Means of Salvation, ver. 31. ** Believe 
« on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” ſaid they to the 
awak*ned, humbled Jailor, and you ſhalt be 
* ſaved, and thy Houſe” with which Procla- 
mation of Goſpel Grace, « the Lord opened his 
„Heart,“ as we ſhall hear, thereby directing, 
perſwading, and enabling him to embrace 7e/us 
Cbriſt, 8 offered to him by infinite Mercy. 
Oft theſe Preparatives to the Jailor' s Converſion 
I treat in their Order. 

One Means of it, or Preparative to it, was the 
Impriſonment of Paul and Silas, the Circumſtances 
of which are related, ver. 23, 24. When they 
had laid many Stripes upon them, they caſt 
them into Priſon, charging the Jailor to keep 
„them ſafely : who having received ſuch a 
« Charge, thruſt them i into the inner Priſon, and 
„ made their Feet faſt in the Stocks,” Where 
obſerye (1.) The Quality of the Perſons ſpoken of 
as ill treated. (2.) The ill Treatment itſelf they 
were obliged to faffer (3.) The Parties con- 
cerned therein. (4.) The Vealons of God's per- 
mitting it to be ſo. 

1. The Perſons here ſpo ken of, as ill treated 
and perſecuted, were 5 Men. eminent Chri- 
ſtians,. faithful, diligent, indefatigable Preachers 
of the Word; as to whom a merciful and jealous 
God lays, He that toucheth you, toucheth the Apple 
FM mine N „ And, He tbat deſpiſeth you, de- 
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ſpiſerb ine »; They who perſecute them who are 
Cbriſt's, perſecute Chrift himſelf. — The People 
of God are the excellent ones of this Earth. 
They are his Childrtn, Spouſe, Friends, Jewell. 
So near and dear are they to Chrift, that if an 
ungodly Herd was guilty of nothing worſe than 
Nighting bem, or neglecting to per form proper 
Offices of Kindneſs for them, for bat the great 
Judge would condemn them. Yer ſuch as theſe, 
and the very beſt of them, may be deſpiſed, diſ- 
dained, oppreſſed, and moſt ignominiouſly treated, 
by an ignorant, proud, malicious World; as 
their great LORD Ws while here on 
Earth, was. 1 Jobn iii. Matth., x. 24, 25. 

2. The ill Treatment Hh theſe excellent Per- 
ſons met with at Philippi was various. For they 
had many ftripes laid on them; then they were 
thruſt into Priſon, and being committed to the 
keeping of a wicked and unreaſonable Mon, they were 
treated by him, as we are told, ver. 24. Now 
this Treatment of ſuch eminently good Men as 
Paul and Silas, was (1.) Toa great degree barba- 
Tous and unjuſt. For what had they done to de- 
ſerve ſuch Uſage? They had preached the Go- 
ſpel, laboured for the Good of Souls, like their 
great Maſter gone up and down doing Good. 
Now this Work and Labour of Love, Gov is ſo 

acious as to accept. Hebr. vi. 10. But what 
Gop is well pleaſed with, the Devil is enraged at; 
and ibem whom he can influence, he will ftir up 
to oppoſe and perſecute it. Perſecutors of the Ser- 
vants and Miniſters of Chriſt, are Factors and 
Agents for the Devil. Chriſtians of the eminenteſt 
Piety and Uſefulneſs have been, above others, the 
Butts and Marks of bis Malice. The faithful 
*< and moſt righteous Pillars, of the Church (fays 
Clement of Rome + ) have' ſuffered Perſecution, 
Luke x. 16. Epiſt- ad Corinth. Sect. 5. 

* EI, wy even 
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„ even to a cruel Death. Peter endured a Va- 


* riety of Labours, and then ſuffered Martyrdom. 


„ Paul was impriſoned. ſeven Times, ſcourged, 
% ſtoned; and having preached the Word, not 
« only in the Eaſt, but to the utmoſt Bounds of 
* the Weſt “, he was at length put to death,” Wc. 
How unreaſonable was all this! One of the ſeven 
Impriſonments pointed at by Clement was this at 
Philippi, where the Apoſtle and his Companion 
were, in ſeveral Reſpects, ſhamefully treated. 
1 Theſſ. ii. 2. (2.) Theſe Sufferings of 'theirs 
were on ſome Accounts grjevous to them, For 
tho? theſe Men were far from being unwil- 


ling to ſuffer for Chrift, they were hereby debar- 


red from their publick Work. Hebr. xiii. 18, 19. 
— But they found that tho? they ſuffered as evil 
«© doers, even unto Bonds, yet the Word of God 
« was not bound.” 2 Tim. ii. 9. The Work of 
the Goſpel went on with encouraging Succeſs. 
For their Impriſonment was an Occaſion of the 
Converſion of the Failor. They were committed 
to his Keeping, to. make Way for his being an 
* of the Goſpel from theſe Priſoners of 
is, | 
As he ſays this of Pau/ by Way of DillinRion from Peter, 
without hinting the like of Bim, it looks as tho' he had no 


Notion of Peter's hare viſited Rome ; the firſt Dreamer about 


which, that we know of, was one Papiar, of the IId Century, 
a good Man it may be, but extremely fanciful and credulous. 
Yet following Writers (Irenæus, &c.) were too ready to 
hearken to his Conceits, as Zſebivs, in regard to ſome other 
Matters, frankly acknowledges. Eccle/iaft. Hift. I. iii. e. 397 
Probably, the Apoſtle Peter never ſet Footing in Europe ; bi 
ſpent his laſt Years,and ſuffered Martyrdom, in Parts far eaſtward 
from thence ; as Lighr/oor ſolidly argues, Vol, I. p. 1192, Cc. 
I only obſerve thereupon, that as the Babylon ſpoken of 1 Pet. 
v. 13, was not Rome, ſo neither was it the old Babylon ſeated 
on the Euphrates, as Lightfoot ſeems to have ſuppoſed, but 
Seleucia" on the Tigris, which ſucceeded the other in Dignity 
aod-Name; as Dr Pridzaux obſerves in his Connection, &c. 
Part i. Book. 8. | e's. & 
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3 The Philippian Failor's Converſion 

3. The Parties concerned in this Perſecution, 
were the Magiſtrates of Philippi, and the Jailor; 
whoſe Conduct, as felated in the Text, might 
invite us to compare him, as a forward active Per- 
ſecutor, with Sau! the Phariſee, afterwards Paul 
che Chriſtian, Miniſter, Apoſtle. ** Saul breath- 
ing out Threatnings and Slaughter againſt the 
% Diſciples of the Lord, went unto the High- 
4 Prieſt, and defired of him Letters to Dama/- 
« tus — that if he he found any of this Way — 
„ he might bring them bound to Feruſalem.” 

A, ix. 1, 2. He did not ſtay till the Higb- 
Prieſs ſent for bim; but he went to the High- 


Prieſt, who, tho“ malicious enough, was not, it 


ſeems, quite ſo forward and zealous in the perſe- 
cuting Way, as this Saul, So, the cruel, oppreſ- 
five Magiſtrates at Philippi, were rather out- done 
in perſecuting Zeal, by the Failbr, who doubtleſs 
thought of this active Cruelty of his afterwards 
with Sorrow, Shame, and Self-loathing, accord- 
ing to that Promiſe, Ezek. xxxvi- 321. * Then 
4% ſhall ye remember your own evil Ways, and 
« your Doings that were not good; and ſhall 
6. 5 yourſelvers in your own Sight, for your 
« Tniquities and for your Abominations.” That 
Promiſe was verified particularly in the Apoſtle 
Paul, (1 Cor. xv. 9. 1 Tim. i. 13, 15.) and 
without all Queſtion in the Philippian Failor 
4. The Reaſons of Gop's r the excel- 
lent. ones of this Earth to be ſo grievouſly afflicted 
and perſecuted, as Paul and Silas were, are theſe 
following. (1.) He orders it for their Trial; 
and not only the Diſcovery, but the ſtrengthaſng 
of their Graces. Tribulation worketh Patience.” 
Rom. v. 3. James i. 2, 3. The Faith and Pa- 
tienee of God's Servants, by Means of Exerciſe, 
are improved z which renders trying 2 

r gu 
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and painful Exerciſes of one kind or another, 
needful, and deſirable. 1 Pet. i. 6, 7. — (2.) Gov 
ſo orders it for manifeſting the Power of his 
upholding Grace. 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, 10. We 
«© ate troubled on every Side, yet not diſtreſſed; 
e perſecuted but not forſaken—always bearing 
« about in the Body, the Dying of the Lord 
% Feſus, that the Life alſo of Jeſus“ (his being 
now alive in Heaven, and his being the Living 
God) might be made manifeſt in our Body. 
« For we who live,” (are ſupported under ſuch 
grievous Trials as happen to us) © are always 
« delivered unto Death for Jeſus“ Sake, that the 
« Life alſo of Fe/us might be made manifeſt in our 
« mortal Fleſh.” 2 Cor. iv. 10, 11. — (3.) Gop 
ſuffers. his dear Children to be not only defamed 
and flighted, but grievouſly afflicted, and cruelly | 
perſecuted, to convince all of a future Judgment. 
2 Theſſ.' i. 4, 5. ** We glory of you in the 
„Churches of God, for your Patience and Faith 
ein all your Perſecutions, and Tribulations that 
ye endure, which (enduring of Tribulations by 
ſuch as ye are) is a maniteſt Token of the 
*« righteous Judgment of God 3?” a plain Proof 
of Gop's intending to judge the World in Righ- 
teouſneſs, and to render to all according to theit 
Works. (4.) God may do it, for promoting the 
Converſion. of ſome Sinners or other, as well as 
for encouraging and confirming the Weaker of 
ſincere Believers. < The Blood of Martyrs (as has 
_ ©. heen;long ſince obſerved) is the Seed of the 
„ Church.“ - The more God's People 1/#ae! were 


grew. Exod. i. 12: — I ü would have you under- 
*© ſtand” (ſaid the Apoſtle to the Philippians, 
chap. 112, 13, 14.) that the Things which 
happened unto me, have fallen out rather unto 
the - Furtherance of the Goſpel: So that my 
this 8 Bonds 
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afflicted in Egypt, the more they multiplied and 


10 The Phllippian Jailor's Converſin 

„ Bonds in Cux sr are manifeſt in all the Palace, 
* and in all other Places: And many of the Bre- 
© thren in the Lord waxing confident by my 
« Bonds, are much more bold to ſpeak the Word 
4 without Fear,” The Convent: and Su, 
ferings of the great Apoſtle; each of theſe fur- 
niſhes a Proof of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and 
the divine Original of the Goſpel, or the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Revelation. If what is told us 
upon theſe Heads is true, the Chriſtian Doctrine 
preached, propagated, and ſuffered for by the 
Apoſtle, can't be falſe. And “ therefore did he 
„ endure all Things for the Elects Sake, that 


£6 they, as well as himſelf, might obtain the Sal- 


„ vation which is in Chrift Feſus, with eternal 
« Glory.” 2 Tim. ii. 10. Many of the People of 
God, both Jews and Gentiles, were converted, 
comforted, confirmed, by Means of the Suffer- 
ings and Labours of that greateſt and Den of 
meer Men, the Apoſtle Paul. 

I conclude, upon this firſt | Branch of the 

Jailor's Hiſtory, with two Words. 

t. If ſuch good Men as thoſe ſpoken of in the 
Text, ſuffered fo grievouſly, and Gor permitted it 
to be ſo, what will become of the Wicked and 
Ungodly ? To this Purpoſe the Apoltle Peter 
_—_ 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. 

Af ſuch barbarous hard- hearted Wretches as 


| tin Failor find Mercy with Gob, why may not 


the vileſt among «s obtain Forgiveneſs,” and ex- 
perience the Power of ſovereign Grace, if brought 
to a Senſe of what we have done, a Condem- 
nation of ourſelves” for it, ' and a Reſolution to 
continue ſeeking for the promiſed Grace of the 
New Covenant, which is pardoning, ſanckifying. 
confirming, ſaving Grace. All this, Gop has 
promis'd: All this, you and I want, as much as 
E. 2 25 All this, we, 8 wich others, are 

invi 
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invited to be earneſt with Gop for: And why 
may not our Deſires and Hopes, be excited by 
the Example of the Jailor, who was once “ a 
Rlaſphemer, a Perſecutor, and an injurious Per- 
0 ſon ;; but he obtained Mercy, and the Grace of 

our Lord „ abundant towards him," 
as for other Reaſons, ſo particularly, to direct and 
encourage the very worſt of Sinners earneſtly to 
defire promiſed Mercies, and earneſtly deſiring them 
to ſent after them, and continue pleading for them. 
I now go on to another Part of the Hiſtory 
before us; the Bebaviour of thoſe good Men, 
Paul and Silas, when impriſoned for the Goſpel: 
How did theſe Priſoners of Jeſus Chriſt ſpend 
their Time, when fo cloſely confined? We are 
told ver. 25. Their Behaviour was moſt exem- 
plary and admirable. No ſuffering Servants of 
CHRIS could have ſpent their Time better. For 

« ar Midnight, they prayed and ſang. Praiſes to 
«© Gon, and the Prifoners heard them.” | 
1. The Exerciſes, which they engaged i in, were 
Sacred, and of the beſt kind that could be. They 
prayed, and ſang Praiſes to God, or, as the Ori- 
gina] has it, They praying vraiſed' God. 80 that 
this Paſſage is not ſo well adapted, as ſome 
others, to prove ſinging of Pſalms and Hymns a 
diſtinet Part of inſtituted Worſhip, © However, 
tis evident from ſome other Texts, (1.) That 
ſinging with the Voice, diſtinctiy from Prayer, is 
an Ordinance of God. Epbeſ. v. 19. Colhlſ. iii. 16. 
Jam. v. 13. — (2.) That vocal ne is to be 
N ſolitarily and ſocially, by. a ſingle Per- 
n alone (Fam. v. 13.) or by overal i in Conjunc- 
Yon. (3.) That Prayer and Waage of Pſalms are 
different in ſeveral Reſpects. For (1.) Prayer is 
of ſuch a Nature às to be compleatly, and bef, 
Fam, & without the Uſe. of a precompoſed f 
Hs, or a premeditate:1 Set of Words; Which 
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finging of Pſalms and Hymns is not. (2.) When 


we pray, it concerns us to pour out our own Hearts 
efore God. For ſo is Prayer deſcribed; Pſal. 
ii. 8. Truſt in him at all Times ye People; 
% pour out your Hearts before him.“ With the 
Heart man helieveth, and from the Heart he pray- 
eib. But we may ing, and that ſeriouſly, ſin- 
cerely, profitably, even when the P/alm or Hymn 
made uſe of, is not expreſſive of, or exactly ſuited 
to, our own particular Caſe. Is every Thing we 
read, or talk over, expreſſive. of our own Senti- 
ments, Deſires, Affections; as what we ſpeak in 
Prayer ought to be? Neither is it ſo in Anging; 
which, as performed in a joint ſocial Way, the 
Apoltle expreſſes by ſpeaking with one another in 
Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. (3.) Prayer 
is to the ſerious, and well-diſpoſed, much eaſier 
than /nging; a Duty more practicable in all Caſes, 
and of more-conſtant Obligation. — Singing is leſs 
eaſy, as having more of human Art and Skill in 
the regular Performance of it. — However, each 
of them is an Ordinance of Car ISH; and they do 
very well together, ſometimes *.” And both might 
be performed by Paul and Silas inthe Priſon. The 
Original forbids not this Suppoſition. — But 
8 he Manner of | their engaging in theſe ſacred 
Lxerciſes, is to be taken Notice of. They pray'd 
and prais'd, ſo as to be heard by the other Pri- 
ſoners. This ſhows, they were couragious and 
undaunted: They were not diſcouraged by their 
Sufferings : They could ſuffer for CHRIST 


»The antient Cbriſtians were much taken with ſinging 


of Pſalms and Hymns, which they practiſed not only in 


Byhlick, but when alone, at their Meals, at Work. This 
5 atteſted by Clement of Alewandria, Tertullian, Ferom, &c. 
Bat, if there was Room for it, it might be ſhown, that 
Singing was not ſo frequently and earneſtly inſiſted on by the 
ious Antients, as ſecret Prayer, reading the Scripture, and 


editation. . 


conſider d and improd d. 14 


Ane and joyfully: They were not aſhamed 


of acting in Character, as Diſciples and Minif- 
ters of CHRIST: They feared not the Wrath 
or Ridicule of Men. So that they might ſay as, 
2 Tim. i. 7. God has not given us the Spirit 
„ of Fear; but of Power, and of Love, and of a 
% found Mind.“ — We are not always called, 
when we pray, to ſpeak audibly. The Gop, 
whom we have to do with, expects every Day 
to hear from us in Secret. Matth: vi. 6. When 
« thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and when 
thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father, 


« who is in Secret, and thy Father, who ſeeth in 


*© Secret, will reward thee openly. And, in ſome 
other Caſes, Privacy is to be affected, as much 
as the Nature of this, and that good Work will 
admit of. Matth. vi. 1, 3, 16, 17. Let we are 
forbidden to be aſhamed of the Truths, 'or Ways 
of Chriſt, in the corrupteſt Times. . Mark viii. 38. 
Philip. ii. 15. If our Lot is caſt among a crooked 
and perverſe People, we are commanded to“ ſhine 
* among them as Lights in the World, hold- 
„ing forth the Word of Life.“ While many 
are not aſhamed or afraid to ſwear, to talk pro- 
fanely, c. we ſhould be as little aſnamed or afraid 
to pray, to ſing the Praiſes of God, to diſcourſe 
of divine Things, to make an open Profeſſion 
of Chriſt in every Way appointed by him: Nay, 
we: ſhould be aſhamed and afraid to live in the 
Neglect of ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, or any one 
Ordinance of CHRIST. 

3. The Time at which theſe good Men were 
thus religiouſly employed is remarkable. It was 
at Midnight. Now this might ſeem unſeaſonable. 
But as Miniſters are directed, (2 Tim. iv. 2.) 
to preach the Word not only in Seaſon, but out 
of Seaſon ; ſo they, and others too, may be called, 
oy Providentially directed, to pray, praiſe, * per- 

orm 
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form: fome-other good Work; at Times ordinarily 
per. Ia Times of Perſecution, good Peo- 
ple have been glad to meet together for religi- 
ous Exerciſes, whenever. they could. And we 
have read, or heard, of eminent Servants of God 
being occaſionally ſtirred up, or ſtrongly in- 
clined, to what might ſeem ont of Time, and 
ordinarily was ſo. Now this might be the Caſe, 
of Paul See Silas in the Priſon at Philippi. 
While others were aſleep, or uſually diſpoſed 
for taking Reſt, bey might be prompted, by the 
= Spirit of God, to exerciſe themſelves in 
nd Praiſe, and that audibly, for giving 
the other Priſoners an Opportunity of hearing, 
what, by the Bleſſing of God, might prove in- 
ſtructive and beneficial to them, and diſpoſing 
them the better to conſider What was imme- 
diately to follow. The Pſalnnſt could ſay, a 
cxix. oy + At Midnight I will rife to give 

4 Thanks: unto thee, becauſe of thy righteous 
„ Judgments.“ And the Apeſtle, on a certain Oc- 
caſion, preaching to the Diſciples of Toa, con- 
« tinned his Diſcourſe until Midnight. Ads 
XX. 7. So ſtrong and active were his ſacred Zeal, 
and brotherly Love] Indeed, there never lived 
upon Earth a more Chriſt-like Man, or a more 
faithful, zealous, active, indefatigable Labourer in 


and 
very uh i of this auer are given by 
cue Nh » lrepns, and other Antieuts, ſome of whom 
ſay ſuch Thing: as are plainly inconſiſtent with the pre- 


tended Supremacy of Peter. Clement of Rome Jpeaking 0 
Peter and Paul, the does not ſay St Peter a Paul, 


which Way of ſpeaking, how modiſh ſa:ver now, was nct 


cimitive, but began ſeveral Centuries after Chriſt) gives 
great. mm of the former, but greater of the lat- 
ter. Origen expreſsly calls Paul the greateſt of the Apoſtles. 
Cbmſeſom in a Diſcourſe on theſe two Apoſtles, ſays, 1 m 


re” bt 
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and Thank ſulneſs of whoſe Spirit, even when a 


cloſe Priſoner, vented itſelf, we may reaſonably 


preſume, in feryent Thankſgivings for the ſup- 

rting Conſalations of divine Grace, the former 
Succeſſes of his Miniſtry, and the very great Ho- 
nour he was now promoted to, in being called to 


ſuffer Pain and Diſgrace for the Name of CHRIS r. 


And as his praiſing of God included ſuch Thankſ- 


givings as theſe in it, ſo 'tis highly - probable, I. 
had almoſt ſaid *tis certain, that when engaged 


in Prayer, with his Companion Silas, He neg- 


lected not to implore Mercy for the'Zailor. His 


Love to Chriſt, his Regard to the Reputation of 
the Goſpel, and his Compaſſion for perifhing 
Souls, each of theſe generous Principles of Chriſ- 
tian, Miniſterial, Conduct, exerted irfelf in forgiv- 
ing, affectionate, and humbly confident Petitions 
for the Converſion of that ignorant, malicious, 
thoughtleſs Man; which, though the Hiſtory does 
not expreſs ſo much, may, I think, be fairly 
argued and made out thus. Some of the Leſſons 
that CHRIS teaches are theſe, ** Love your 


« Enemies, bleſs them who curſe you, do good 
to them who hate you, and pray for them 


„ who. deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you.“ 
Matth. v. 44. Now theſe Leſſons it becomes 


all practically to learn, and the Children of Gd 


do ſo in ſome Meaſure ; For it is added, ver. 45, 
That ye may be the Children of your Father 
* who: is in Heaven. The Children of God, 
then, love their Enemies: They are, Friends 
to all, of a forgiving Spirit, and long after the 


ſpiritual Welfare of their ſpitefuleſt Perſecutors. 


So did Stephen, Acts vii. 39. and ſo undoubtedly 
did Paul and Silas: | Paul was a Chriſtian, and 


all che Saints, but eſpecially bleſſed Pan / — that Guide of 


the 'Spouſe of Cbriſt. renzus calls Peter and Paul moſt 
84rious* Apoſtles, without any Preference of the former... . . 
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i 16: The Philippian Failor's Conver/ion 
Miniſter of the firſt Rank. His Love to' Chriſt, 
and the Souls of Men, Enemies not excepted, 
were almoſt ſingular. Mind what he ſays, Rom. 
ix. 2, 3. 1 Cor, iv. 12, 13. and then judge 
whether, when impriſoned at Philippi, and en- 
gaged in folemn Prayer, He could forget his 
perſecuting Keeper; wh Converſion, in that 
it followed fo | Heedil on the. Praying pointed 
at in the Text, tis i to look upon it 
as an Anſwer thereto. If Stephen's praying took 
Effect in the Converſion of Saul the Phariſee, 
as is commonly ſuppoſed z why might not the 
Converſion of the Failor be conſidered as an Effect 
of the affectionate praying of Paul and Silas; 
whoſe moſt exemplary Behaviour, as hererecorded, 
directs us to reflect as follows? 
+1, Did Paul and Silas, thd* arrived at Emi. 
nency in Grace, and aſſured of their Intereſt in 
Chriſt, addict themſelves to Prayer; what then 
are we to judge of prayerleſs Perſons, or thoſe 
Hearers, and Profeſſors, who don't habituate 
themſelves to ſecret Converſes with God by Prayer ? 
That they are dead in Sin, and, to God. Nay, 
that corrupt Nature is ſtrong in them, and they 
are far from the Kingdom of God. — 1 Tim. v. 5, 
6. * She that is a Widow indeed — truſteth 
in God, and continueth in Supplications and 
e Prayers Night and Day. But ſhe who liveth 
in Pleaſure is dead while ſhe liveth.“ — Some 
were more addicted to Prayer formerly than now. 
This is a Sign of Decays, and what the Love of 
the World, not watched againſt, makes us in 
Danger of. Some will cry to Gop, when his 
1 Hand is upon them. Jai. xxvi. 16. But a Prin- 
1 ciple of Religion, teaches us to pray always, 
1 and not to faint.” The Word inyites us, and 
1 the good Spirit conſtrains. us, to pray, How? 
According to the Will, or Promiles of 755 5 
often, 
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often ; with Earneſtneſs of Concern; and with 
an humble Confidence in God. 1 Te. v. 17, 
Colgſ. iv. 2. Rom. viii. 26, 27. 

2. Did Paul and Silas pray, and fing Praiſes 
together; This may teach us to incline to Chriſtian 
Communion ; and it ſhows us, that good Men 
will act in Character, tho' frowned upon and per- 
fecuted ; as alſo, what the cious comforting 
Preſence of God capacitates for: It ſtrengthens a 
praying Diſpoſition 3 it diſpoſes for giving Thanks 
in every Condition of Life; it enables us to te- 
„ joice in the Lord always,” raiſes our Hearts far 
above the World, and makes us chuſe, above all 
Things, to live in Fellowſhip with Chrift and his, 
here and hereafter. _ roy 

Did theſe good Men pray and praiſe, /o as 
to 2 beard, chuſing to do ſo, and ſtirred up by a 
Concern for the Good of others; Let this ſpeak 
Reptoof to the lukewarm Profeſſors, who are 
neglectful of the Souls of others, and, in Apology 
for their ſinful, ſcandalous, Neglefts, plead, that 
if ſuch and ſuch belong to Gop, He will bring 
them home, and Almighty Grace alone can turn 
their Hearts. What perverſe arguing this is, you 
are often told. At preſent, I only oppoſe thereto 
the exemplary Behaviour of Paul and Silas, who 
having the wicked Jailor's Converſion at Heart, 
ſet themſelves to pray earneſtly for him, not with- 
out a Readineſs to preach Chriſt to him, and, in 
every Way proper, to labour for bringing about 
the defired Change, of this ſtupid enraged — 
to Chriſt and them. | 


4. Were theſe Priſoners of Feſus Chriſt ſo in- 


= 


tent on Prayer and Praiſe, and ſo zealous for ſo- 
cial Worſhip, and Communion with God thereby, 
that Stripes, Impriſonment, and the cloſeſt Con- 
finement, could not reſtrain them from the Ex- 
erciſes they did fo W delight in, or hinder 
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their engaging in them even at Midnight , Let 
this diſpoſe us, rather than negle& the proper 
Exerciſes of the Chriſtian Life, ro perform them 
unſeaſonably. As Miniſters are to preach, ſo Chriſ- 
tians are to hear, pray, ſpeak of the Things of 
God, viſit the Afflicted, Gr. out of Seaſon ſome- 
times; eſteeming it better to forget our —— 
Buſineſs, Eaſe, &c. than to neglect God, ou 
recious Souls, or the ſpiritual Ioerefts of others. 
his the Scripture recommends,” as the generous 


Spirit and Temper of Cbriſt and his Followers. 


Rom. xy. 2, 3. Philip. ii. 3, 4, 5, Ge. It was 
the generous Temper particularly of Paul and 
Silas, whoſe kind Entreaties for a furious blind 
Perſecutor were accepted, and ſoon began to be 
anſwered, when ** ſuddenly there was a great 
* Earth-quake, ſo that the Foundations of the 
« Priſon” were i ſhaken ; and Immediately all the 
„Doors were opened, and every one's Bands 
«© were looſed: And the Keeper of the Priſon 
„ awaking out of his Sleep, and ſeeing the Priſon 
% Doors open, he drew out his Sword, and 
<< would have killed himſelf; ſuppoſing that the 
«© Priſoners had been fled.” In which Part of 
the Hiſtory obſerve; - 
1. The awful Event ſpoken of, 4 great Barth: 
quake, The Scripture tells us of divers Earth- 
quakes *, To mention them diſtinctly would be 
needleſs, - Earthquakes are among thoſe threatned 
Judgments of Go p, that he has fent, ſometimes, 
to affright-and-puniſh the Enemies of his Church, 
and the Sinners in Zion. 1 Sam. xiv. 15. Amos 
dove to That mentioned by they: was ſo memo- 
"hi and-awful; that it Ig occaſionally pointed | 
by at, many Tears after. Zerb. Xiy. N But how ter- 


53 503 as ame tn! 
Among theſe; I don! t reckon. 985 Bauches ſpoken of 
Marth, Xxxvili. 2: Which ſeems t have been a *remarkabſe 
Agiarba of the Alr, rather than ab Earthquake. 1 6 
2 2.7 Wo T1 
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rible ſoever Earth-quakes re are, ſome of 
them have been ſent as Tokens of God's ſpecial 
Preſence with his -worſhipping Servants, and for 
uſhering in, or accompanying, ſome very great 
and remarkable Event; in which Caſes, they may 
have ſtruck the Minds of People with ſome kind 
of Awe, but Providence has reſtrained them from 
doing Miſchief. -1 Kings xix. 4, 12. Ads iv. 31. 
Exod. xix. 18. Malib. xxvii. 50,51. That moſt 
wonderful Earihquate at the Death of CHRIST, 
was a Token of Gop's tremendous Diſpleaſure 
with his Murderers; and as it accompanied the 
moſt aſtoniſhing Event that could be, the Sox or 
Gop dying on a Croſs; ſo it might betoken the 
intended Subverſion of the Legal Diſpenſation 
(which had likewiſe been preſignified by the Earib- 
quake that ſhook Mount Sinai when the Law was 
there publiſhed, Hebr. xii. 26.) and Providence 
might order it for helping ſome what towards the 
Converſion of thoſe worſt Enemies of CHRIST 
the Jes. Some were affrighted thereby, Math. 
xxvii. 54. Nay, whereas Cyr1sT prayed for. 
his Murderers, Luke xxiii. 34. That Prayer of 
his began to take Effect preſently, when, (ver. 48.) 
+ Many of the People beholding what was done, 
« {mote- their Breaſts and returned,” In like 
Manner, the Eari/bquake ſpoken of in the Text, 
was an Indication of God's powerful Preſence with, 
and merciful Acceptance of, his praying praiſing 
Servants in the Priſon. They honoured him by 
the Actings of Faith, Love, Thankfulneſs, Sub- 
miſſion, Compaſſion for the Failor, and he 
would honour- them by teſtifying his Acceptance 
TIN their Praiſes and Petitions, in this remarkable 
ay vs 
2. I he Time of this Eatthquilasi is to ed red 
by us. It fell out ſuddenly, immediately on the 
braying and praiſing aforementioned; —! CE 
2 this 
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this with Ads iv; 1. When they” the Apo- 
ſtles had prayed, the Place was ſhaken where 
« they were aſſembled together 3 and they were 
« all filled with the Holy Ghoſt.” So Paul and 
Silas having prayed and ſang Praiſes together in 
the Priſon, Place was ſhaken in token of 
God's merciful Audience and Acceptance. Sud. 
e deny there was a great Earthquake, fo that 
« the Foundations of the Priſon were ſhaken.” 
3. The Conſequences of this were theſe. (1.) A 
loofing the Bands of the Priſoners, and throwing 
open the Priſon Doors, ſo that Paul, Silas, and 
the other Priſoners, might have eſcaped. (2.) 
An awaking the Jailor out of his Sleep, and 
cauſing him to riſe in a great Fright, from an 
Apprehenſion of the Priſoners having eſcaped, 
and his Liableneſs to be queſtioned thereupon ; 
which put him on a deſperate Reſolution againſt 
his own Life; as to which Reſolution of his, I 
would briefly note four Things. 

1. The Ground of it. He ſuppoſed that the 
Priſoners had got away, and he dreaded the Con- 
ſequences of that. For, as yet, he had no juſt 
Senſe of Eternity upon his Mind : He dreaded 
the Anger of Men more than. the Wrath of God ; 
which is the Caſe: of many, whoſe Fear, if af- 
frighted and diſtreſſed, is neither a filial Fear of 
God, nor a Dread of his hot Diſpleaſure, but a 
terrible Apprehenſion of ſome temporary Cala- 
mities as likely to overtake them. 

2. The Folly of it. For hereby he brought 
himſelf to Death's Door, and the Mouth of the 
Pit. When he drew his Sword with a Deſign of 


Self-Murder, he was as near Hell as could be, 
without actually falling into it. 

3. The Mickedueſt of it. For Life being the 
Gift of God, none have any Authority to take 
»: away, but the great Donor himſelf, or * 

214015 | who 


_- 


r 


confider d and improu d. 21 
who are commiſſioned by bim. Job i. 21. CnRISr 
indeed, could ſay, I have Power to lay down 
« my own Life, and to take it again. But, 
He was more than a Man, even the Son of God, 


and Gop: Otherwiſe he could have had no 


ſuch Authority over his human Life as he there 
profeſſes.— Our Buſineſs is to do whatever we 
can for preſerving the Life that Gop has lent 
us, and to continue waiting for a Diſmiſſion 
from the Toils and Fatigues of it, till our great 
Change ſhall come. Fob xiv. 14. James i. 12. 
4. The rich Mercy of Gop in preventing 
the Execution of it. The raſh wicked Deſign 
of this, now, affrighted, diftreſſed Man, was 
happily fruſtrated ; and the Inſtruments were thoſe 
very Priſoners whom he had raged againſt but 
juſt before. — Thus was Gop merciful at once 
to his perſecuted Servants, and to this wicked 
Tailor ;, to the former, in vouchſafing them the 
Honour and Pleaſure of ſubſerving the Deſigns 
of Providence in regard to the Laiter, and to 
bim in ſnatching him from the brink of Deſtruc- 
tion, temporal and everlaſting. — So that, 
way of Preparation for the Converfion of this 
Perſecutor and Self-Murderer, there was a two- 
fold merciful Appearance of God for him : The 
Priſoners being reſtrained from attempting to 
eſcape, when they wanted not an Opportunity of 
doing it; and his being prevented from actually 
deſtroying his own Life. This, now, _ to 
either 


work on his hard relentleſs Heart. 
the Earthquake nor this, did immediately make a 
Convert of him, but it made Way for his being 
awakned, humbled, and converted. For Paul 
having cried with a loud Voice (as earneſtly 
concerned to divert him from his wicked Pur- 
poſe) do thy ſelf no harm, for we are all here“, 
then it was that ** he called for a Light, and 


« ſprang 
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« ſprang in, and came trembling, and fell down 
<< before Paul and Silas, and brought them our, 
« and ſaid, Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved 2?” 


Where let us obſerve (1.) The Terror and Di- 


ſtreſs he was now reduced to. (2.) His very re- 
ſpectful Behaviour towards Paul and Silas. (3.) 
The moſt important Queſtion which he put to 
them. 

(Tv The Terror and Diſtre he was now in. 
He came trembling. What was it that he was 
now ſtruck with ſo great a Dread of? Not the 
Earibguate ; or the Priſoners eſcaping ; or being 
queſtioned by Men ; or any temporal Calamity 
that might befall him: But the preſent Object of 
his Fear was the Wrath of a Sin avenging Gop, 
which he had clear Views of his immediate 
Liableneſs to, and the extreme Dreadfulneſs of. 
Not that he was left to deſpair: Neither was 
his Terror of any long Continuance: But, for 
the preſent, he was in no ſmall Diſtreſs; and felt 
an inward Terror which, to this Time, he had 
lived a perfect Stranger to. Here, by the Way, 
1 would r and briefly anſwer two Quel- 
tions. | 
21 1. Do great Terrors, and Diſtreſſes * Con- 
ſcience, always precede, or accompany, the Con- 
verſion of a Sinner? _ 

R. No. A Sinner muft be convinced of Sin, 
and brought to reflect on his Sinfulneſs and Mi- 
ſery withdut CHRIST : But at the Inſtant of 
ſuch Convictions, or immediately thereupon, the 
Lord may open his Heart, and therewith either 
raiſe him to a comforting Hope, or ſo far en- 
courage him, now ſincerely: cloſing with CRRIST, 
as to preſerve him from deſponding Apprehenſions. 
Many a true Convert is unable to recolle& a 
Time when he was terrified, and then turned to 
God, or' firſt wounded and then healed.” 2 | 

1 | 5 
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2. 2. * great Terrors and Diſtreſſes, as to 
the State of our Souls, prove a Work of Grace 
begun? Or are they: to be looked upon as ſut- 
ficient Evidences of a ſaving Change? 


KR, No. A Sinner continuing unconverted may 


tremble before God, or in the Views of a fu, 
ture Judgment. This is evident from the Caſe 
of the Devils who believe and tremble (James 
ii. 19.) and from the Fearfulneſs that hath ſur- 


priſed w_ Hypocrites. (Ia. xxxiii. 14. Jerem. | 


XXXY1. 16.) Let us not reſt, therefore in gal 
Convifions and Terrors: But let us learn to diſ- 
tinguiſh the Terrors of an awakned unre 
rate Conſcience from the truly good Man's, trem- 
bling at the Word of God (La. Ixvi. 2. Prov, 
114. /13+; Pſal. cxix. 161. Ezra ix. 4. Chap. X. 3.) 
which reſpects not only the Threatnings of God's 
Word, but the Commands and Promiſes of it; 
and carries in it, together with a Senſe of Guilt, 
and a Dread of divine Wrath, an Unwillingneſs to 
offend God, and an abiding ingenuous Concern to 
love Gop ſupremely, to ſerve him acceptably, 
to grow in Grace, and to become more 
and more fit for Heaven, as a State of ſpotleſs 
Purity, and everlaſting Communion with the 
moſt Holy One, — But to return to the Failor, 
as to whom we are next to obſerve, + , 
2. His very. reſpectful Behaviour towards Paul 
and Silas. This is ſet forth in two or en 
Particulars. 
1. He fell down re them. 10 with an in; 
— to worſhip them, but in Token of a ſingular 
gard and Veneration for them as good M 
3 — Miniſters of God, and, E 
directing him in the Way of Salvation. V 
indeed, they were; and GO intending Mercy 
for this awakned Prodigal, put it into his Heart 
* them, and to apply to them, as e 
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Whom ſhould the Sick conſult, or apply to, 
but ſome ſkilful faithful Phyſician? 

2. He brought them out, and that without ſtay- 
ing for an Order from the Magiſtrates, who had 
committed them to his Cuſtody ; which - ſhows, 
that being now impreſſed with an Awe of Gop, 
and a diſtreſſing Senſe of Sin, he was leſs fearful 
of the Anger of Men, and more thoughtfu! 
about his ſpiritual than his temporal Intereſts. 
An awful Senſe of Gop upon the Mind, makes 
all worldly Objects appear deſpicable ; and con- 
ſiderably abates our Fears of What Man may do 
againſt us, Heb. xi. 27. — A diſtreſſing Senſe of 
Sin, will leſſen our dread of, and concern for, 
temporal Calamities. When the SIR IT of Gop, 
opens the Underſtanding of one who has lived 
in groſs Ignorance, awakens him to a Concern 
about his eternal State, and holds him to a Con- 
ſideration of what he has been doing, what fol- 
lows? A Forgetfulneſs of the Concerns of the 
World for the preſent, and a moderated Re- 
gard to them ever afterwards. Jobn iv. 28, 14. 
3. He ſpoke to them in the Language of Re- 
ſpect and Submiſſion. The Word we render 
Firs, does really carry in it Authority, or ſome 
Degree of Superiority. It implies, therefore, Sub- 
miſſian, on the Part of the Speaker. Yet Cuſtom, 
which is pretty much the Governeſs of Speech, 
has eſtabliſhed the Uſe of it ſo far, as that 'tis 
often uſed by Equals and Superiors. And Inſiu- 
cerity, which 'is efſential to modern Complaiſance, 
oft uſes it without the leaſt Degree of Sub- 
miſſion, or ordinary Reſpect. However, as In- 
ſincerity in ſpeaking, is no leſs blameable than 
Hypocriſy in acting, ſo we may reaſonably be- 
heve the Failor was ſincere,” both in his -Beha- 
viour, and in his Manner of ſpeaking, to theſe 
good Men. As he treated them with what Kind. 


nels 
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neſs he could at preſent, ſo he beſpake them both 
civilly and ſubmiſſively. Had they been the 
greateſt Perſons upon Earth, he could not have 
behaved towards them in a more reſpectſul, ſub- 
miſſive Manner than he now did; when he fel 
down before them, as by much his Superiors and 
Betters; brought them out, as far from deſerving the 
leaſt Degree of painful Confinement; and ſpake 
to them as in the Text, What a Difference was 
there between the Jailor's Conduct towards Paul 


and, Silas, before, and at the Time of, his Con- 


verſion! Compare ver. 23, 24, with ver. 29, 30. 
This Wolf, then, was now becoming a Lamb. In 


him, conſequently, was verified that Old Teſta- 


ment Deſcription of the Power of renewing Grace. 


Ta. xi. 6, 7, 9, 10. Wherever the Goſpel comes 


with a converting, renewing Efficacy, it cools the 
hot ſpirited ; meckens the fierce: and turbulent; 
humbles the proud and arrogant; diſpoſes Sinners 
of every Quality to become the Lamb-like Fol- 


lowers. of CRRISTͤ, and to put on Bowels of 
Compaſſion for the afflifted Servants of CHR 15, 


and to cheriſh a ſincere, cordial Affection, as for 
good People in general, ſo particularly for them 
whom they have Reaſon to conſider as ſent from 
CarisT. Such a Change as 7his began to take 
place. in the Heart of the Jailor, when © he 
« called for a Light, and ſprang in,” Sc. He 
calls for a Light, which intimates to us (1.) That 
he had ſome at his Beck or Command. (2.) That 
what is here related was tranſacted in the Night- 
Time; conſequently the Change wrought on this 
cruel Man was ſudden. He ſprang in, This in- 
timates the preſent Perturbation and Hurry of his 
Thoughts. He came trembling, &c. To whom 
did he now come To the Men whom he had ſo 
madly perſecuted the Evening before, To them 
he came, how? Trembling, full of a Senſe of 
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what he had done. In what Poſture did he pre- 
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Guilt, Horror of Conſcience, and a Concern for 


lent himſelf? In that of an humble Supplicant, 
He fell down before them; in doing which he 
might ſeem to exceed the Bounds' of religious De- 
cency, For did not his falling down before theſe 
good Miniſters of CHRIS look like 1dolatry, 
the very Appearance of which is blamable ? But 
ſuppoſing he did go too far, did tranſgreſs the 
ſtrict Bounds of a religious Decorum, it was at pre- 
ſent ſomewhat excuſable, conſidering (1.) What 
an 1gnorant Idolater he had hitherto been. (2.) 


What a Diſorder of Mind he was now in. (3.) 
What an extraordinary Reſpect he conceived for 


theſe eminently good Men. Let us compare this 
Account of the Jailor, with Ads x. 25. Corne- 
lius met Peter, tell at his Feet, and worſhipped 
him, not . religiouſly, but with an uncommon 
civil Veneration z which, however, the humble 
Apoſtle proteited againſt, as .carrying in 1t too 


much of a Shew of ſinful Creature Adoration. 


You will ſay, But we read of no ſuch Check given 


to the Jailor. However, ſuch an Hint of Re- 
proof might be given; and ſuppoſing it was not 
_ Jo, bat might be owing to the very different 
_ Circumſtances of this now trembling Jailor from 
- thoſe of Cornelius. For (1.) The Failor had 
been accuſtomed to Idol Worſhip, which Corne. 
Aus had not; and Sinners called out of grols 
Darkneſs, may not be inſtantly convinced of every 
. notable Miſtake, or corrupt ſuperſtitious Prac- 
_ tice. © (2.) Cornelius, when he met Peter, might 
not be ſo diſordered as the Jailor now was, and 
therefore more capable of ſetting a Guard on his 
external Behaviour. If the Failor was really ex 
ceſſive in the Manner of his Addreſs to Paul and 
Silas, and yet had no Check, for the Preſent, oc 
account of it; this teaches us, that the Hor? 
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SPIRIT'S working on the Hearts of Sinners, may 
be attended with notable Weakneſs and Imper- 
fections; 7hat convinced awakned Perſons may 
mean well, may have a good Work of Gop begun 
on their Souls, and yet act weakly, inconſiderately, 
blamably in ſome Particulars; notwithſtanding 
which, wiſe, prudent, judicious Chriſtians wall 
think favourably of them, and be diſpoſed to en- 
courage them, rather than the contrary. Indeed, 
it becomes us to be tender of the Miſtakes and 
Miſconduct of awakned ſerious Perſons, rather 
than ſevere in our Cenſures of them. So was 
CHRIST as to his own Diſciples, while weak Be- 
ginners in Religion, (Matth. ix. 14, 15.) and fo 
were Paul and Silas in reſpect to the trembling 
Jailor, who treated them with ſuch an extraor- 
dinary Reſpect, though they were Priſoners, in 
mean, ignominious, external Circumſtances, and 
owning them was not a little dangerous: Which 
brings to, | 
3. The moſt important Queſtion propounded 
by him, bat ſhall J do to be ſaved? Which is 
as tho? he had ſaid, I defire you, whom I now 
look upon as the Miniſters of God, to direct me 
what Courſe I am to take, for eſcaping the Miſery 
which I diſcern myſelf to be obnoxious to, or for 
getting out of the moſt wretched State in which 
Sin has involved me. — The Salvation which 
comes by CHRIST, has for the Object of it every 
kind of Evil; every Thing that the wiſeſt Per- 
ſons would avoid, and that it is defirable for ſinful 
Creatures to be delivered from. Now theſe Evils 
are of three kinds; Sin, the Troubles of this 
World, and the Wrath to come; of which three, 
the firſt mentioned is the proper procuring. Cauſe | 
of both the other. What is it that has brought ſa 
much Sorrow into the World, involved Mankind 
in a Liablencſs to Death, and Expoſed them to 
D 2 | future 
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future endleſs Miſery? Sin. The Salvation of 
the Goſpel, then, muſt be a perſect Deliverance 
from his, and all the penal troubleſome Conſe- 
quences of it. — To be ſav'd, therefore, it is 
(r.) To be forgiven by God. Pſal. xxxii. 1. — 
(2.) To be converted, or made new. Creatures, 
2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii. 5—(3.) To be confirmed 
in a State of Grace. Rom. v. 2. — (4.) To be 
finally delivered from Sins and Sorrows of every 
Kind, and to be glorified in Soul and Body; 
which Glorification of the whole Man is er oa 
ly included in Salvation, but ſometimes diſtin- 
guiſhed from it. 2 Tim. ii. 10. — But tho? the 
Salvation of CHRIST amounts to thus much, it 
follows not that every one whom the Sy1RIT 
of Grace works upon, is immediately brought to 
a diſtin Conſideration of all this, or that all 
awakned Perſons are ſollicitous about the Whole 
of this compleat Goſpel Salvation. A Sinner 
may cry out What ſhall I do to be ſaved? and 
mean no more than his: What Courſe muſt J 
take to eſcape Hell? Many, tho? awakned, have 
no juſt Senſe upon their Minds of the Evil of Sin, 
as it diſhonours Gop, and renders the Creature 
an Enemy to him : They grieve not for what they 
have done againſt bim: They reflect not en their 
paſt evil Ways with ſelf- loathing: But they cry 
out for Fear of Divine Wrath, and anxiouſly 
enquire, What is to be done for the avoiding of 
tha»? So that this Queſtion in the Text, as put 
by ſome, is of the ſame Import, with that of the 
Sinners and Hypocrites in Zion. Ja. xxxiil. 14. 
Who amongſt us can dwell with the devouring 
„Fire? Who amongſt us can dwell with ever- 
s laſting Burnings ?” They don't cry out, 0 
„ how many are our Iniquities and Sins!“ What 
a baſe Part have we acted in reſpect to God! But 
Q how intolerable is his Frath, and What _ 
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be done in Order to the eſcaping of that ? — Tis 
uſual with ſome vain Perſons, for confirming 
what they aſſert, to ſay, As we hope to be 
« ſaved,” meaning no more by being ſaved, 
than a being preſerved from the future Miſery 
which they have received ſome hight ſuperficial 
Notion of, but think very little about. The Salva- 
tion of the Goſpel, as being primarily a Salva- 
tion from Sin, they are ignorant of; or if they 
have ſome light Conceptions of it, they have no 
real Hopes of it, no abiding Concern upon their 
Minds about it. And thus it may be with ſome, 
whoſe awakned Conſciences make them cry out in 
the Words of the Jailor, or to ſpeak with them- 
ſelves to that Purpoſe. They are more fearful of 
the Torments of Hell, and more thoughtful about 
their future Welfare, than they once were, and 
than many are; but their Sollicitude and Concern 
extend no farther than an eſcaping the Puniſhment 
threatned, without an humbling Senſe of Sin, 
or a juſt Diſlike to hat, or a Concern to get ſafe 
to Heaven in a Way honourable to Gop. Indeed, 
the common Cry of an awakned Conſcience is, 
not, by what Means may I be ſaved from all my 
Uncleanneſſes, and get ſafe to that World, where 
holy, happy Souls live with Chriſt? But, what ſhall 
I do to be delivered from my preſentFears,and future 
threatned Torments ? — But, I would ſhow a lit- 
tle more diſtinctly, what the putting ſuch a Quef- 
tion as this in the Text, when it comes from 
the Heart, muſt include in it. . Now when a 
poor Sinner, who has lived not only without a 
filial Regard to Gop, but without any diſtreſ- 
ſing Concern about his future Welfare, is brought 
to cry 'out, or think with himſelf, to this Pur- 
poſe, the leaſt that he can intend is in the four or 
hve Particulars following. (1. ) A ſenſe of Guilr, 
or juft Liableneſs to divine Wrath. (2.) A — 
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of Damnation. (3.) A Concern to eſcape it. (4.) 
A Willingneſs to do ſomewhat in order to it. 
(5.) Either Apprehenſions of his being able to 
do what Gop will mercifully accept; or deſires, 
and a Concern, to be aſſiſted for it. To which I 
might add (6.) Some Diſlike to Sin, as Damning, 
and Diſpleaſure with himſelf as bent on Ways 
of Deſtruction. Theſe Particulars, or what is 
equivalent, muſt be included in the Cry of every 
awakned Hearer of the Word. But when a 
| thoughtleſs heedleſs Creature is brought to ſpeak, 

| or think, as in the Text, with a View to the 
whole Salvation of the Goſpel, what ſuch an one 

| ſays, or thinks, with himſelf muſt include, (1.) 

| Not only a Senſe of Guilt, but a Senſe of Sin 
| as juſtly offenſive, and abominable to Gop. (2.) 
A. Dread not only of Damnation but of going on 

} in Sin. (3) A Concern both to eſcape Hell, and 
| 


to walk in the good Way leading. to Heaven. 
(4.) A Willingneſs to attend on the Means that 
Soy has appointed, not only for eſcaping the 
Wrath to come, but to get his Iniquities ſub- 
| dued, to grow in Grace, &c. (5.) An Hope of 
| being accepted. how heinous ſoever his Sins have 
6 been. (6.) A Diſlike to Sin, as contrary to Gop.— 
1 Theſe, I apprehend, were the Sentiments and 


Temper of the Failor, when he cried out, hat 
ſhall I do to be ſaved ? Our Explication of which 
gives us. Occaſion to caution you againſt three 
| dangerous Evils, a ſtupid Unconcernedneſs, de- 
| ſponding Thoughts, and a legal, or antizevange- 
| lical Spirit. | - . 
| 1. Beware of a ſtupid Unconcernedneſs about 
| - your. ſpiritual Intereſts. Forget not your fallen 


| | State, and endeavour to get a thorough Sight 
and Senſe of the Miſeries of ſuch a State. Con- 
i ſider, what Sin is, how hateful in the Nature 


of it, how malignant in the Tendency A it, 
| ka. 
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how miſerable in the Conſequences of i it, and 
what muſt be done for us. in order to our Sal- 
vation from it. Let no ſecular Cares, or worldly 
Buſineſs, or ſenſual Gratifications, or carnal Pro- 
jets and earthly Purſuits, make you forget, or 
hinder your entertaining many, daily, frequent 
Thoughts of, your Concern with Gow, Fall from 
him, Obligations and Duty to him. 

2. When convinced, and awakned, don't give 
Way to deſponding T dong ts. The Hiſtory we 
are upon ſtrongly forbids that; and ſo do many 
other Texts, and ſcripture Examples ; Manaſſeh, 
Mary Magdalen, the Murderers of Cbriſt, whoſe 
Converſion is recorded, As ii. and to name but 
one more, the Apoſtle Paul, Read his Account 
of himſclf, 1 Tim. i. 13, 14, 15, 16. where, (1.) 
He recollects what he had been and done. ver. 

13. I was before a Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, and 
injurious, (2.) He ſignifies his very great Obli- 
gations to Chriſt and Grace. ver. 13, 14,15. 
1 obtained Mercy — the Grace of our Lord was ex- 
ceeding abundant —Chriſt Feſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, ef whom I am Chief, or, as it 
might be rend'red, a Chief, i. e. one of the chief, — 
(3.) That he does, with an Hint of the inward 
has that he experienced. ver. 14. The 
« Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant in 
« Faith and Love, &c.” i.e. in bringing ſo vile 
a Wretch as I was, to believe on Chrift, and love 
him with all my Heart, as I have infinite Occa- 
ſion to do. (4.) He tells one End that Gop had 
in forgiving, and turning the Heart of, ſuch a 
wretched Creature as he had been. ver. 16. hat 
in me, who am a Chief, (ſo it might be rend'red, 
I think) Jeſus Chriſt might ſbew forth all Long- 
Suffering, for à Pattern to them 'who ſhould bere- 
after believe on him to Life everlaſting. Now all 
this might be applied to the Failor, and rh 
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both theſe ſcripture Examples, with ſeveral others, 
all who are ſenſible of their Sins, and ſpiritual 
Wants, may fetch Encouragement to deſire, 
Pray, and hope for, ſuitable promiſed Supplies. 
3. Don't ſeck after Salvation with a legal, or 
anti. evangelica! Spirit. Such a Queſtion as this 
of the Jailor might be propoſed with either a 
Egal or an evangelical Spirit, and Temper. By 
a legal Spirit, I mean ſuch an habitual Frame 
of Mind, as is ſuited to a being, under a Cove- 
nant of Works. By an Evangelical Spirit, ſuch a 
Temper, or habitual Frame of Mind, as is ſuĩted to a 
being not under the Law but under Grace.“ 
The Voice of the Law as a Covenant is, If 
* thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Com- 
* Rmandments: And, Curſed is every one that 
keepeth not all the Commands of Gop perfectly 
and conſtantly: Which Tenor of the Nia as a 
Covenant, preſuppoſed in Man, when originally 
made by God, an Ability to act accordingly, 
| and to avert the Curſe by his own Obedience. 
x Now this being the Way of ſeeking Life, that 
(| Man was directed to at firſt, he is that way 


_ given, even ſince the Fall, though without Strength. 
þ He conceits himſelf able to do , ſomewhat, and 
| hopes Gop will accept what he can do. So that 
| a legal Spirit, is àa proud Spirit; and carries in 
it — an undue Regard to Self, and a practi- 
i} cal Oppoſition to the Goſpel, as publiſhing 
1 Salvation from Sin and Wrath, by the free rich 
Þ Mercy of God through Chriſt'; whereas an Evan- 
el Spirit expreſſes; itſelf, as in Gal. ii. 15, 
20. I thro' the Law am dead to the Law, 
| *< that'T might live unto God, 9c.” An Evar- 
| gelical Spirit, therefore, is, an humble ſelf.· deny- 
. ing, Chriſt magnifying, and Grace exalting Spi- 
1 rit, as well as a” Spirit of Love and Obedience. 
| N ſuch a Spirit as this did the Failor ier 
'F FT t 
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„ What ſhall I do to be ſaved,“ as is evidetit 
to mie from the Anſwer, Belizve on the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved; where we 
have (1.) an Exhortation; and (2.) a precious 
fijitable Promiſe. | - ” 
The Voice of the Lath, as has been hinted, is, 
do and live. That of the Goſpel, believe, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. Obſetve, the different Tenor and 
Language of theſe two, The Law does not 
fay, Do and be faved; but, Do and live; i. e. 
If thou obeyeſt the Commands of God perfectly, 
chou ſhalt live for ever in the Preſence of God, 
or in Communion with him. The Goſpel does 
riot ſay; Believe and live only, but, Believe and 
be ſaved. Thus did the Anſwer of the Text ac- 
commodate itſelf to the foregoing Queſtion. The 
Failor had cried out, bat ſball I do to be ſaved ? 
And the Anſwer is, Believe, Sc. — Where two 
Things are conſiderable in the Exhortation given. 
The Aer recommended, and the Object pointed 
at. The Ad is Believing, which, in the uſual 
Acceptation of the Word, reſpects Propofitions or 
Perſons. With reſpe& to Propofitions tis an A 
ſent to them as ttue; which Aſent is either attended 
with ferious mature Confideration, or it is not: 
And *tis either ſuitably affecting, ot it is not ſo. 
If our Belief of, or Aſſent to, any particular 
Truths is not attended with a due Conlidera- 
tion of them, we call it a bare ſpeculative Aſ- 
ſent, which, ſuppoſing the Truths aſſented to, 
or profeſſedly believed, to be Matters of very 


| great Importance, and chiefly concerning; is ra- 
; ther hurtful and deſtructive than profitable and 
4 ſaving,” But if our Aſſent to particular Truths, 
4 is attended with due Conſideration, we might 
1 call it a conſiderate Aſſent, of which kind our 
9 Belief of practical, important, Truths, - doubtleſs 
. ought to be, Again, If our Belief of; or Aſs 
it 15k E ſent 
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ſent to, this or that Truth, does ſuitably affect 
our Minds, we call it, a cordial, hearty Belief: 


And ſuch an Aﬀent to Evangelical Truth, is what 


the Apoſtle Jobn means, 1 John v. 1, 5, and the 
Apoſtle Paul, Rom. x. 9, 10, where *tis expreſ- 
ſed, by believing in, and fwith, the Heart. —But 
as Faith, or Believing, uſually regards Propofi- 


fitions, ſo it regards Perſons alfo ; in reſpect to 


whom *tis either a Believing the Truth of what 
they ſay, and fo *tis the fame with an Aſſent to 
Propoſitions, or *tis a truſting, to them, and hav- 
ing Confidence in them, as able and willing to 
do what we deſire and requeſt from them. Ac- 
eordingly to Believe on Chriſt, *tis not meerly a 
Believing what Chriſt ſays, or what the Goſpel 
reporteth concerning him, but *tis a truſting to 
„ him“ as a fuitable ſufficient Saviour: Tis a 
convinced, awakned, humbled Soul's . looking 
to him whom he has pierced by his Sins: ” 
Tis ſuch an one's . fleeing to this City of Re- 
„ fuge :” Tis his „ committing himſelf to 
«« Chriſt, ” or „ caſting the Care of his preci- 
© ous Soul on him, “ as able and willing to 
fave, Theſe are a few of the many Scripture 
Deſcriptions. of ſaving Faith ; all which as they 
reſpect CHR 187, amount to nothing more nor leſs 
than thus much. (.) A Belief of the Record of 
the Goſpel concerning Chriſt; (2.) An hearty Ap- 
probation of the appointed Method of Salvation; 
or, as we ſometimes expreſs it, a Conſent, a tak- 
ins Chrift as he is offered, a cloſing with him; 
1 5 55 truſting to him, as a merciful, faith- 


uitable, all-fufficient Saviour, — When the 

oſtle- ſays, (2 Tim. i, 12.) I know whom 
J have, believed, Cc. * tis as though he had 
faid, I know how merciful, faithful, ſufficient he 
18, whom 1 have confided. im for Eternity, or en- 
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ſent to the Goſ pel Record as true, we do well. But 
a Faith of ha kind, meerly, is not ſufficient. 
The Devils, in this Senſe, believe and tremble. 
James. ii. 19. Such a Belief as this we call an 
hiſtorical Faith. Again. If with our Aſent there is 
joined a Conſent to the Goſpel Method, or a re- 
ceiving him in all his Offices, that prepares us. 
to put our Truſt in him, and warrants us to lay 
hold on him as ours. Rev. xxii. 17. Let 
« him who is a thirſt, come, and whoſoever 
« will,” (whoever chufes Chriſt to be his Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King « let him take the Water 
« of Life freely. or theſe two Things, 2 
truſting to Chriſt 8 Sal vation, and an Ng 
him to ourſelves as ours, are plainly ai Rerent 
and they are ſometimes called by theſe aiſtin 
_ 1 * the Faith of Reliance, and the 
Faun 1 55 . of which two, the N 
is juſtifying ſaving Faith properly, and the lat- 
nk an Effect of 2 rather than Fah itſelf. So 
that the Meaning of the Text is not. Be thou 
aſſured that Chriſt is thy Saviour, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved by him; or, lay hold on Chriſt as thine, 
and his Salvation ſhall be thine ; but the true 
Meaning of it is to this Purpoſe. As Cuxisr 
is the appointed Saviour of Sinners, and thou 
art Joſt irrecoverably without him, ſo if thou be- 
lieveft the Report of the Goſpel concerning him, 
and takeſt him to be thine, conſenting to be ſaved 
in bis Way, and reſolving to continue ſecking 
after bim ; 1 ſo, thou ſhalt aſſuredly obtain, in 
due Time, the compleat final Salvation from 
Hell and Sin, which thou art ſo deſirous of, and 
thoughtful about; let thy paſt Sins be ever ſo 
numerous and aggravated, and thy preſent Un- 
worthineſs ever ſo great. Don't Deſpair of Mercy 
whatever thou haſt done. Since God has 0 
thine Eyes to ſee what Sin is, and what a vile 
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wretched Creature thou art in thyſelf; and ſince 
he has brought thee to reflect on thy paſt evil 
Ways, and thou art heartily concerned for 1 1 0 
as offenſiye to God, dop't, be caſt down, or di 
coutaged ; The 'God, whom thou haſt ſo grie- 
vouſly proyoked, is ready t to forgive thro? | 99 9 
and if thon tr iſteſt to him, He can 

favethee from all the Miſeries which thoy Arcadeſt, 
and from all the Sins which thou abhorreſt, — 
In this ſhort Paraphraſe on wer. 31. I have 
6: together the three Acts of Faith that have 

n 1 5 uiſhed, wi a ſummary Account of 
the Salvation promiſe ſed to Believers. Each of 
theſe three Acts of Faith, Aſent, Conſent, Reli- 
ance, is often put for the Whole of it. The. 
Firſt in 1 John v. 3, 3, 10. Rom. x. 9. Iſa. 
Iii. x. The Second, John 1. 11, 12. Chap. v. 
40. Coloſ. ii. 6. The Third, in our Text, and 
many others. — But for fully ynderſtanding the 
Senſe and Propriety of this Anſwer, we are q 
5 (i.) The Quality of the Perſon ſpoken 

2.) The Suitableneſs of the Exhortation to. 
fach an One. (3.) The Connection between the 
Believing recommended, and the Salvation pro- 
miſed. 

The Perſon directly ſpoken to, was one wha 
had been a Sinner ly token e ; a vile notori- 
ous Rebel * Perſecutor; a very different Per- 
ſon from the Lydia of whom before. She, ante. 
cedently to her hearing of the Apoſtle, ſeems tq 
have been a Perſon of ſome Sobriety, as well as 4 
Worſhi per of God, after the Manner of the 
Jews : : Vhereas the Failer was an Idolater, of 
a ſevere, * moroſe, ' cruel Diſpoſition, one who had 
neither the Mecknefs of a Chriſtian, nor the 
Gentleneſs of many carnal unconverted Perſons, 


in him. But was the Exhortation of the Text 


real to TE proud, Pete Rebel as fuch } . 
* * T 


1 


Or, was this the Porport of it? Thou haſt 3 


confſiderd and improv d-. cal 


a great Sinner, but believe and thou ſhalt be, 
4 17 85 ” whether: thou art inherently changed, 
ecomeſt : a new Creature or no ? Or, was he 


Preparedneſs for that Act of Faith, which be- 
lieving on Chriſt does directly imply in it ? 
No. Again. This Jailor had 8 a ſtupidly ig- 
noran Perſon, a wretched Stranger to CHRIST, 
himſelf, and the Truths of God's Word. Now. 
while ſo, was he in a Fitneſs to be directed by 
ſuch. an Exhortation as this, or capable of — 
ing it to any good Purpoſe? Certainly, he was, 
not. Tis, indeed, the immediate Duty of every, 
one, to whom the Goſpel of Chriſt ſpeaks, to 
hearken thereto, and hearing it to believe on 
Chriſt. Jobn vi. 28, 29. But tho' 'tis incum- 


bent on every one who hears of CuRr1sT to be- 


lieve on him, many are too ignorant to be iſe 
yet capable of profiting by this Leſſon in my. 
Text, and have need of being further prepared 
for it by Convictions of Sin, ſome "Diſcovery; 

of the Way of Salvation by. Chriſt, -and the good 
Spirit? s ſo. influencing their Wills, as to perſwade 
their : ſincerely complying with the appointed, 
Method of Salyation. — Accordingly, when Paul, 
and Silas directed the Failor as in the Text, he 
was not the ſtupidly inſenſible Perſon, or the 
proud perverſe Rebel againſt Gp, that he had 
been: Neither was he affrighted meerly; but ſo 
convinced, awakned, humbled, ag to be ready to 
accept Salvation, upon any Terms honourable | 
to Gop, or that the Ward of Chriſt might ſug- 
geſt to him; in which Caſe, no Direction could 


have been better ſuited to him, than this in 


the Text. The Form of this Direction, is, indeed. 
conſiderably different from ſeveral others recorded 
10 * Old. or New Teſtament as ſpoken by. 


Way 


viour and aur Hope, are appropriated to him, ſome- 
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way of Reply to ſome ſuch Queſtion as that 
of he 2 2 Theſe occur eee iii. 6, 
7, 8. Duke iii. 10, 12, 14. Matth. xix. 16, 17. 
AA, ii. 37, 38, 39, 40. Of which, ſome, indeed 
all but the laſt, (the Senſe and Deſign of which 
were pretty much the ſame with thoſe of the 
Text) are rather adapted to convince of Sin, and 
check the proud Conceits of ignorant Forma- 
liſts and Phariſees, than to dire& and encou- 
rage ſuch an one as we have repreſented the 
Jailor to be. Believe on the © Feſus Chrift, 
dire& him to Faith, and to an explicit par- 
ticular Faith on Chriſt: To Faith, becauſe with- 
out this “ *tis impoſſible to pleaſe God,” in any 
Age. (Heb. xi. 6.) And to Faith on Chriſt, be- 
cauſe the Dependance of our whole Salvation 
on his Sufferings and Death, or the ſpecial In- 
fluence of his Merit and Intercefſion 'on the Sal- 
vation of Sinners in every Part of it, is more clearly 
and fully revealed in Goſpel-Times than in any 
I Age. *Tis remarkable that they don't 
» ; | 2 

Fe Believe on the free rich Mercy of Gop; 
but believe on — Chriſt ;“ thereby intimating 
that how free and abundant ſoever the Mercy 
of God is, it ſaves none without CHRIST. Free 
Grace, rich Mercy, is indeed the Object of Faith, 
but not excluſively of Chrift. Rom. iv. 3, 5, 2 

25. It forgives and faves none without the Satiſ- 


faction, and Interceſſion of Cbyiſt. 


(2.) The Text ſays, Believe on the Lord 
<« Tefus Chrift, ** becauſe He is the Subſtance of 
the Promiſes, To him, as a federal Head, the 
Promiſes were originally given; and by bim, as 
appearing in that Quality, the Bleſſings ' of the 
Promiſe, (Pardon, Sanctification, &c.) were me- 
rited ; in Regard to which, the Titles of Sa. 


times 


coder d and improu d. 39 
times. (Titus iii. 6. 1 Tim. i. 1.) He being, by 
ſuch Characters, diſtinguiſned from God the Fa- 
ther, as ſometimes Gol the Father is thereby di- 
ſtinguiſhed from him. 1 Tim. i. 1. 
. (3+). The Exhortation of the Text does not run 
thus, Repent and turn to God; but Believe 
« on— CnRIST,“ to ſignify, that as Infinite 
Mercy ſaves none without the Merit and Inter- 
ceſſion of Chrift, and as the Promiſes contain in 
them nothing but what was merited by him, ſo 
no Repentance and Obedience will avail without 
Faith; and, in Times and Places when and where 
the Doctrine of CHRIST is publiſhed, without a 
particular Faith on him, as the meritorious Pro- 
curer of a compleat Salvation for guilty dying Sin- 
ners. Repentance is, indeed, a faving Grace: 
Without this there can be no Forgiveneſs, no 
Salvation. And many encouraging Promiſes 
ftrongly declare God's Readineſs to forgive all 
true Penitents, But the Repentance and Obe- 
dience which God accepts, are the R 


epentance of 


Believers {Mark 1. 15. As xx. 21.) and the O- 


bedience of Faith. Rom, xvi. 26.—1 add, that 


the Faith, directed to in the Text, reſpects 


CnRISsT not as Man, or God, or God-Man, 
meerly z but as a divine Saviour; one who has 
fatished the Demands of Juſtice for guilty Offen- 
ders, and merited a compleat Salvation from Hell 
and Sin for ſuch. One Branch of his Character 
is this. The Man Chriſt Feſus. Nothing can be 
more repugnant to the entire Goſpel of Chriſt 


than the Manichee Doctrine of his being God on- 


ly, and Man, (or an incarnate, fuffering, dying, 
crucified Saviour) but in Appearance. He be- 
came, and continues to be, as real a Man as any 
one ever was. However, as he could not have 
ſufficed for ſuch as we are, could not have fatish- 
ed and merited by his Suffering and Death, * 
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0 The Philippian: Jaibr's Converſion 
Bad been a Man only, ſo he is not the proper 
Obje& and Ground” of our Faith, and Hope, as 
ſuch. We put our Truſt in him Who is Man, 

but not as Man. Were we to do ſo, we ſhould 

lye open to the Curſe. Ferem. xvii. g. Cnnrisr 
could not habe been 4 ſuitable” Perſon for ſuck 
poet Feature? as we to depend upon, had he not 

en IEHOVAH. (Ia. Klin. 11. Chap. Av. 22.) 

But as abſolute Mercy ſaves flone, ſo Chriſt as 

God, or God-Man, meerly, is not the Obje of 

juſtifying ſaving Faith, which is ' deſcribed as 

« Believing on him who juſtifieth the: Ungodly,” 

and as Faith in the Blood of Chriſt,” and 

« Faith on him,” to ſighify to us, that not as 

God, or as Man, or as God in our Nature, 

rheerly, but as a ſuffering dying Saviour, we'are 

to look to him, and truſt in him, and in God 

the Father through him ; according to Rom. iv. 

24, 25. and that 1 Pet. i. 21. which, by the 

way, I chuſe to compare with the Text. In 

the Text T am upon, the Object of Faith is 

Cnr ist himſelf, without any expreſs Notice of 

Gop THE FATHER : In that of Peter, Gop 

THE Fa THER and Cn&rsr are both mention- 
ed, but in a different Manner; Chriſt being 
pointed at as the direct immediate Object of Faith, 
and God the Father as the u//imate Object of it. 

Believers are deſcribed not meerly as truſting in 
God, or depending on Chriſt, but as „ by him 
« believing in God;“ and God the Father, as 
the Sovereign Lawgiver, ſatisfied by his Obedi- 
ence. to the Death, is deſcribed as . raiſing him 
« from. the Dead, and giving him Glory,” for 
this End, * that our Faith and Hope might be 


- 
— _ 


RB STS 
l now come to the Promiſe of the Text as 
connected with the Direction given; and this 
berie HY CH PT AS OTED CE WO 

Mall be very brief upon. 
| 1. Faith 


Ebpbeſ. ii. 8. This is evident from the Juſtifica- 
piſtles to the Romans and Galatians, and from di- 


t. Faith is prereguiſite to Salvation. The Un- 


believer, continuing and dying ſuch, is infallibly 
loſt for ever. John ni. 36. I don't mean, that 


every one who labours under diſtreſſing Doubcs.. 


and Fears is eternally loſt ; but he, or ſhe, whom 
the Word and Spirit bring not to an humbling, 


Senſe of Sin, and who, being convinced of Sin, 


is not prevailed upon to receive Chriſt in all his 


Salvation.——-Now this is different from Aſſurance, 
The Language of Aſſurance is, Chriſt is mine, 


Offices, and receiving him to reſt on him for 


« and I am his.” I am, God be praiſed for it, 


a pardoned Sinner, &c. The Language of pure 
Faith; what we commonly call the Faith of Re- 
liance, is, The holy God, whom I have fo 
« much diſhonoured, might juſtly abhor and 
*« condemn me; but Chriſt and free Grace be- 
<« ing all-ſufficient, and the Goſpel inviting ſuch 
« as lam to come.to Chriſt, I above all Things 
« defire, and hope, and will ſeek, to be juſtifi- 
« ed by him, and eternally ſaved through him.“ 
See this more fully expreſſed, agreeably to the 


„ 


Aſent, Conſent,” Reliance, that true Faith includes 


in it, in my Diſcourſe on Lydia, p. 20. . 
2. Faith will certainly iſſue in Salvation. The 


Promiſe of the Text implies not only the Neceſſi · 


ty of Believing, but the Efficacy of it. Jahn iii, 
16, 17, 36. Rom. x. 11, 13- 
3. Faith has a ſpecial Influence on our. Salvation, 


tion by Faith ſo carneſtly contended for in the E- 


vers other Scripture Paſſages, as, Ia. liii. 11. 
1 Pet. i. 3. As to this, which I have oft inſiſt- 


ed on, you may find ſomewhat, in my Scripture + 


Doctrine of imputed Sin and Righteouſneſs, p. 31, 
323 547 5 a n 
noured t Bec: e, and free Grags = 
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5. 56.— But, Why is Faith ſo far ho- 
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with our whole Hearts, and to do honour to 
finite Mercy, for the whole of our Salvation. If 


gree diſhonoured, if the indigent ſtarving Wretches 
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the Objects of it; ſv that, to aſcribe our Salva- 
tion to the Faith of Reliance ſpoken of, it is all 
_ with aſeribing it to Chrift and Grace, There- 
ore, SINEY | ; 
1. We ſhould all of us, the guiltieft and vileſt 
not excepted, be concerned to return to. Gop 


Cnxz1sT by truſting to Bim, with free, rich, in- 


a great Perſon, one who is not only rich but 
compaſſionate, and has given many Proofſs of his 
being ſo, ſhould ſend to ſuch and ſuch indigent 
wretched Objects, inviting them to come and 
wait at his Door for ſuitable Relief, and aſſuring 
them, in as ſtrong Terms as is poſſible, of his 
Readineſs to grant them whatever they want, if 
they will dome and keep waiting till he ſhall ſend 
them the Supplies that are needful for them; 
ſuppoſing this, Will not this noble generous Per- 
ſon think himſelf ſlighted, and to an high De- 


whom he ſo generouſly invites, ſhould refuſe to 
hearken, or neglect to come? Would they not 
be chargeable with egregious Folly, or ſhameful 
Pride, or a ſcandalous Diſtruſt of ſo able and 
compaſſionate a Friend, if being invited to come, 
and encouraged by ſuch ample merciful Promiſes, 
they ſhould harbour a Miſtruſt of them, and in- 
ſtead of relying on them, ſhould ſay, What 
«© ſignifies our going, and waiting? Periſh we 
„ muſt; and therefore our going will ſignify no- 
„ thing; Or, If he does really compaſſionate 
„ us, and has a Mind to relieve us, let him 
<« come himfelf, or ſend Supplies by ſome other 
„Hand; we won't go to him, we don't care 
to continue waiting at his Door 4% Or, though 
«© we are poor, and in a wretched ſtarving Con- 
dition, yet we don't chuſe to * to 
ks > «c im, 


made to them, or their Miſtruſt and Di 
the rich generous Perſon ſo kindly inviting them; 
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tc him, or de on him altogether, we will 
6 ſeek Supplies in ſome other Way.” This is 


the real Language of Unbelief in regard to Chriſt, 
John v. 40. So that 


2. If any miſcarry, under the Goſpel, or fall 
ſhort of Heaven, it is for Want of the Faith on 
Chriſt directed to in the Text.— In the Caſe al 
ſuppoſed, What is the real Ground of the periſh- 
ing of the indigent ſtarving Wretches invited to 
come? Their non- comply ing with the Propoſal 


regard of 


ſo, if you ſearch the Matter to the bottom, you 
will find, that the miſcarrying; and final Con- 
demnation;” of Sinners under: the Goſpel, are ow- 
ing to this, Their not, cloſing. with the appoint- 
ed Method of Salvation; their not, complying 
with kind Goſpel Promiſes, or truſting to Chriſt, 
and free Grace, for the promiſed Salvation. 
3. We learn from hence, in what Senſe, and 
on what Ground, it is ſo oſten aſſerted by our 
Divines, that Unbelief | is the great damning Sin 
under the Goſpel. What does ſuch an Aſſertion 
imply in ĩt? Not, that there is any one Sin which 
does not in itſelf deſerve divine Wrath, or which 
is not damning; in the juſt Tendency of it: But, as 


free Grace promiſes al needful Supplies, and as 


Chriſt invites the chief of Sinners to come to him, 
for whatever they want ; ſo, let the Sins of Men 
be ever fo great and many, they are all freely for- 
given to them, who being ſenſible of their "Sins, 
and feeling their Want of ſpiritual Bleſſings, and 


conſenting to be ſaved in a Goſpel Way, are di- 


rected and encouraged to look to Chriſt, and truſt 
in him for the Whole of their Salvation. Heſes 
XIV, 2, 3. Ferem. iti. 22, 


4. We learn, how to ae thoſe Texts 


* direct poor Sinners to Obedience as the 
F 2 Con- 
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Condition of Life; and thoſe which exhort to 
Repentance. and Converſion in order to Forgive- 
neſs; and thoſe which aſcribe the Believer's Title 


to Heaven, or his ſpecial Intereſt in the divine 
Favour,. to his doing the Will of God, or keep- 


ing the Commands of God. Of the firſt kind is 
that, Maith. xix. 37, which declares to us not the 


Goſpel Method of Salvation, but che Tenor of the 


Covenant of Works. Of the ſecond Sort is, 


Adds iii. 19. which fignifies no more than his, 


that the impenitent unconverted Sinner is guilty 


before God, and without Repentance, or turning 
to God, there can be no Forgiveneſs. Of the 


_ third kind are, 1 Jobn iii. 2 1, 22. Revel. xxii. 


14. which point at Obedience to the Commands 
of God, not as an antecedent Means, but an Evi. 
gence of the Believer's Fitle to Eternal Life. And 
to this Senſe we are to interpret James ii. 21, 24. 
See, my Scripture Dorine of imputed Sin and 
Righteouſneſs, p. 55, -56, 57. where it is ſhown, 
that Juſtifying Faith 1s not the ſame with Godly 
Sinceriry, and that the Juſtification by Faith ar- 
gued for by the Apoſtle Paul is nothing elſe but 


| Juſtification * crucified Jeſus humbly de- 


pended upon, Fc. ee e 
g. The ſame kind of Food is not ſuitable to 
all, and Miniſters ſhould endeavour to diſpenſe 


to every one, what his particular Caſe requires; 


to convince and awaken: the carnally ſecure; to 
humble the proud ſpirited; to direct awakned 
humbled Sinners to Chriſt; and to encourage 
them whoſe being convinced, awakned and hum- 
bled qualify for hat; as in the Caſe of the Jai- 
for to whom, being now wounded with a Senſe 
of- Guilt, and as willing to be ſaved from all 
his Sins as from threatned Wrath, nothing could 
be more wiſely adapted than this Evangelical 
Direction, Bekeve on the Lord Feſus Chrif, rea 
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thou ſhalt be ſaved, — + Every rational Being,“ 
ſaid the great Origen, - muſt be nouriſhed with 
% proper ſuitable Food, and God's Word is the 
„ moſt genuine Food of ſuch an One.” This 
was well ſpoken, not without juſt Sentiments, 
J hope, the Neceſſity, Perfection, and Suffi- 
ciency of the Scripture, -But tho? every Part of 
God's written Word is true, and every divine 
Truth belonging to it is of conſiderable Weight, 
and Miniſters are to declare, boldly, the whole 
Counſel of God ; Care muſt be taken, to'preach 
not only Truth, but ſeaſonable pertinent Truths, 
on every Occaſion ; to diſpenſe to all, not only 
what may be reckoned wholeſome ſubſtantial 
Food, inſtead of Poiſon, or Frath, but to 
« give to every one his Meat in due Seaſon.” 
Particularly, every Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould be 
able to adopt thoſe Words, as expreſſive in ſome 
Meaſure, of his own Abilities and | Diſpoſition. 
The Lord God has given me the Tongue of 
« the Learned, that I ſhould know how to 
« ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to them who are 
% weary, Sc.“ (Ja. I. 4.) Which Words, princi- 
pally meant of CRRISTH himſelf, but applica- 

ble to his Miniſters, as acting ſubordinately to 
| him, carry in them no leſs than theſe. four re- 
| quiſite miniſterial Qualifications. (1.) A good De- 
| gree of Scriptural, Evangelical, Experimental 
ö Knowledge. Matth. xiii, 52. (2.) An Aptneſs to 
| teach, or to f 
- 


peak -intelligibly, clearly, ſuitably, 
on particular Occaſions. 1 Tim. iii. 2. 2 Tim. 


- ii. 14, 15: — (3.) Compaſſion for the awakned, 
x diſconſolate, diſcouraged. 1 The. v. 11, 14. (A.) 
ſe Prudence in applying Truths, Promiſes, par- 
11 ticular Occurrences, for the Relief and en- 
d couraging of fuch, as well as for rouſing 
al the carnally ſecure, and admoniſhing the un- 


truly 


| 
I 
| 
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y. ibid. — Chriſt, ſaid Bede e, ſent the Holy 


— * — into all Parts of the World z 4 
by preaching Faith in his Name, and an Hope 


of Salvation to all who belong to his Kingdom, 
that is, all his Elect. One of theſe was the Fai- 


lor. For his Sake, and a few others, the Goſ- 
pel was ſent to Philippi. Thither being direc- 
ted by the Providence and Spirit of God, Paut 
and Silas, preached to this Man in particular 
Faith-on the Name of Chriſt ; therewith giving 
bim Encouragement- to hope for not only his 
own Salvatien, but that of his whole Family be- 
ſides. Believe, ſaid they, —and thou ſhalt be Nees 
and thy Houſe, What did the latter Part of this 


Promiſe imply in it? Not, that if the Jailor 


believed on Chriſt, that Faith of his would be 
ſufficient and effectual to ſave all of his Family, 
together with himſelf, whether they believed and 
were converted or no. Nor was this the In- 
tendment of it, that upon his becoming a Be- 
liever and Follower of Chriſt, thoſe of his Fa- 
mily, would thereby enjoy the Means of Sal- 
vation ; particularly theſe . three; his Prayers for 
them, his good Inſtructions, his pious Example. 
But the Meaning of that Part of the Promiſe, and 
tby Houſe, was either. (1.) If they are perſwaded 
to believe, they ſhall be ſaved too; there being 
but one Way to Heaven, and all God's Peo- 
ple being Partakers of the like precious Faith. 


Or- (2.) Their Faith and Salvation ſhall cer- 


tainſy follow on thine, So that this Clauſe was 
3 2 ſpevial Promiſe granted to the Jailor, aſſur- 


ing him of God's gracious Intentions as to his 
Family. — Not that the Converſion of the Head 


= Chriflus $ciiptares. 2 univerſum miſit in mundum ; 
quibus fidem ſui nominis, & ſpem falutis, cunctis qui ad 
regnum ſoum pertinent, hoe eſt, Dette omnibus ** 


in Exram, |. i. c. ii. of 
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of a Family, is always attended with the Con- 
verſion of thoſe under his Care: There were In- 
ſtances of the contrary, even in the primitive 
Age. This might be argued and proved, if it 
was needful, particularly, from 1 Cor. vii. 14, 
16. 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2. Matth. x. 25, 36. You 
will ſay, perhaps, Why then, did God con- 
vert the Family of the Failor, and from whence 
is it, that the Converſion of one of a Family 
is oft a Means of the Converfion of others? 
In reply to this, fome would be apt to fay. 
Thoſe of the Family of the Jailor might be 
ſincere virtuous Perſons, though ignorant of the 
Goſpel : This, therefore, being preached to them, 
did the more eaſily work upon them, as find- 
ing them teachable and tractable. Was not this 
the Cafe of Cornelius, not now-to ſpeak of any 
others? I incline to think it was. His Character 
as given, As x. 2, 3, 4. with Peter's Words, 
ver. 34, 35. ſeem to prove as much. And from 
that Inſtance of Cornelius, one would be apt to 
infer, that if, in any Place where the Goſpel is 
not known, in the Fulneſs of it, there are thoſe 
whom the heart-ſearching God knows to be up- 
+ ns rather than ſuch ſhould periſh for want 
of a better Knowledge, he will contrive ſome 
way or other to provide them therewith z or he 
will open their Underſtandings in a more imme- (1 
diate Way; or he wont ſuffer the Degree of 1 
Ignorance, which they labour under, to be de- 1 
ſtructive to them, Cornelius might be a truly 
good Man, before Peter was ſent to him: And 
he might be before that, a Believer on Chriſt. 
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For living among the Fews, he might know 
4 that God had promiſed a Saviour, (Alls x. 37.) 
. though not as yet convinced that Jeſus of Na- 
q zareth was be; which was the Caſe of the two 


Diſciples ſent from Jobn, (Matth. xi. 2, 3-) and 
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of Apollos, Acts xviii. 25. and of him ſpoken 
of, Mark ix. 38, — But allowing all this, the 
fame was not the Caſe of either the Jailor, or 
any of his Houſe, For what Reafon have we to 
ſuppoſe it was? Nothing like what is recorded 
of the Piety of Cornelius, (Alls x. 2, &c.) is re- 
lated of theſe antecedently to their becoming Hear- 
ers of Paul and Silas, Only the Converſion of 
the Jailor made way for theirs z and this was 
owing, not to any Seeds of Religion ſown in 
their Hearts aforehand; or to Docility and Trac- 
tableneſs of Temper; but to the free rich Grace 
of God thro? Chriſt, unto which it muſt be af- 
cribed, that ſome are ſubdued to the Yoke of 
Chriſt, while-others remain hardned and inflexi- 
ble, and that Salvation being brought to one of 
a Family, is the Occaſion of it's likewife reach- 
1 ing ſome others. Sometimes the Converſion of 
Fs one, is preparatory to that of others of the ſame 
4 Family, (Zactheus, Lydia, the Failo, Nc, were 
us . nei of that) and ſometimes dis not ſo, to 
| let us fee that God is merciful to whom he will; 
and the fpecial Mercies of Pardon, and Con- 
i verſion, he with- holds from whom he will. Nom. 
[7 ix. 18. Chap. xi. 7. — But to go on with the 
| Faibr. | <a 
Another Conſequent on his Converſion was 
| this. He and all his, were 4apiized ſtrailway.” 
1 ver. 33. Here obſerve, | 
1. The Parties baptized, according to this 
Text, were be, and all bis; his Wife, if he was a 
married Man ; his Children, if he was a Father; 
his Servants, particularly his Slaves, if he had 
ſuch, which is not improbable. For the Pbilip- 
18 Pians being a Roman Colony, and the Roman, 
15 being chen Maſters of the World, Slaves they 
1 had in great Abundance. Slaves are their Ma- 
1 ficrs legal Property, and ſo might be * len 
i 7" cher 
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rather more properly than other Servants. . Ma- 
ny of the Primitive Chriſtians were of this Claſs, 
Some ſay, maſt. But to be ſure many were ſuch. 
Such were there among the Believers at. Corinth. 
1 Cor. vii. 21, 22. And tis not improbable that 
the ** Saints of Cæſars Houſhold,” (Phil. iv. 22.) 
were Servants of this Kind. Of what Rank they 
were, the Apoſtle does not ſay; but they were 
Domeſticks of the Emperor, and probably Slaves. 
Divine Grace overpaſs'd Ceſar himſelf ; but laid 
hold on the Hearts of ſome of his meaner Do- 
meſticks, And-4beſe. were, held in ſuch Reputa- 
tion, that as they were Members of the Church at 
Rome, ſo the Apoſtle inſerted a diſtin honour- 
able Mention of them in his Epiſtle to the Philips 
pians ; and preſuming, they would not be diſ- 
dained by the good People at Philippi, he ſends 
to them greetings, from theſe converted Slaves. 
2. The Perſons ſpoken of, being now become 
ſincere Pro faſſors of Faith on Chriſt, were bap- 
tixed ſtrailway: Which teaches us, that as ſoon. 
as any engage in a creditable Profeſſion of ers of 


Baptiſm belongs to them, if not Partakers 
the Ordinance before: And if there is ground 
of hoping as to any, that they belong to CHRIST, 
ſuch, if baptized already, have an immediate Claim 
| to the Lord's Supper, ought to be ſtirred up 
| thereto, and ſhould be afraid to live in the neg- 
lect of ſo venerable an Ordinance... Delays In 
Matters of Religion, are . ſinful and dangerous, 
Therefore, delay not to ſearch into, and enquire 
after, the State of thy Soul: Delay got to attend on 
every appointed Means of Grace; If thou baſt been 
an ignorant Hearer of the Word hitherto, deſire 
become an underſtanding Hexer of it, forthwith : 
If thou haſt been an * uncongethed . negligent 
Hearer, become, inſtan/ly, a concerned, thought- 
ful diligent Attender 8 the Word of God, I 
Oe "WHEY Ane . 


c 


= 
— ß — — — - 


1 ˙ Q 22 —K—xĩV2«'ͤ— 


* * - 
ens. ee, es. 8 2 
- wy 3 — 
* TSF © þ- 


8 The Philippian Fail 5 Conver fon 


thou haſt lived prayericſs, dare not to continue 
ſs one Hour longer; but acquaint thyſelf with 
thy n Wants, and with the Promiſes of 
r learning from thence, whatto aſk of God; 

and 14 Petitions, ſuitable thereto aſcend Heayen- 
ward, from thy Heart and Lips, often, daily, 
many Times in a Day. And, if there is reaſon 
to hips, thy hearing of the Word, has drawn thee 
to CRI T, delay not to chuſe, and engage Vt 
ſuch a compleat viſible Church- Fellowlhi; 
every Follower of Carist is called to. 

Als every creditable Profeſſor, not as . 
3 — of the Ordinance, to be baptized Prait- 
way 

R. Yes, A. ii. +: Chap, viii. 12, 37. "Chap. 
IX, 18. Chap. xvi. 7 

2 What, then, ak id to judge of the old 
Diſcipline of the Cattchumens, in 1 the third and 
fome following Centuries ? 
R. As it concerned thoſe in Ire a good 
Change was begun, the N ew Teſtament gave 
do Countenance to it, and the eb of it 
was rotten. I here refer to p. 25. of the Ke. 
view and Vindication of a late 7 ariſe on the 
Subjef#i and Mode of Baptiſni, — Some of the 
Antitnts were too ſevere upon this Head. So 
Ehryſoſtom, who ſays, ** There is no Relation be- 
© tween a Believer and a Catechumen.” And the 
1 oftolical Conſtitutions, forbid Believers 
to pray with a Catechumen, ſo moch as in a 
rivate Houſe,” Yet ſome of thoſe deſpiſed Per- 
were, in in all likelihood, very good Chriſ- 
Fans. Origen,” as I might ſhow, preferred ſome 
of them to many of the reputed Faithful, ot 
fuck as were in full viſible Chutch-Fellowſhip. — 

the Szripture, and not antient Feelefiaftical 


Tio, be 44 1 . if we, adhere 
to. that, us Miniſters an cople ought con- 
81 : ſcientioully 
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ſcientiouſiy to do, every ſincere Chriſtian, tho! 
com R weak, will be regarded as “ an 
„Heir of God, and a Coheir with Chriſt, 
conſequently intitled to all Goſpel Privileges and 
„ borrow. ai,” 11 © SDA 
Another Effect of the L Converſion was 
his Kindneſs ſhown to Paul and Silas, „his 
Labour of Love.“ What his Behaviour to- 
wards them zow was, we are told, ver. 33, 34. 
« He took them the ſame Hour of the Night, 
* and waſhed their Stripes; — and when he had 
« brought them into his Houſe, he ſet Meat 
« before them.” As to which Acts of Kind- 
neſs, Obſerve, . 
1. His Forwardneſs for them. What he did, 
he did without Delay, the ſame Hour of the 
Night. 
* The Seaſonableneſs, and Suitableneſs, of them. 
His Love acted towards them as preſent Neceſ- 
ſities required. He was now become like a Tree 
that bringeth forth it's Fruit in the Seaſon of 
„ 3 wot 
3. They were equal to preſent Abilities and Op- 
portunities, He did, what he could; the utmoſt 
he was capable of at preſent. But, might not 
ſach 8 as theſe be done by an unconverted 
Man I | 8 
R. Yes. There is no external Act of religiy 
ous Duty, but what is practicable by ſuch. an 
one. He may read, hear, pray, think of God, 
give Alms, do what is ſerviceable to the Goſs 
pel, and Miniſters of Chriſt. But what an un. 
converted Man does without Faith and Love 
from a Dread of Puniſhment, or from natural 
Compaſſion, the ſincere Convert performs out of 
Love; and let ſuch ag one do ever ſo little, 
from ſo noble a Principle as the prevailing Love 
God, 'tis accepted. Hu vi. 10. Matib. van 42) 
ne — But 
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ciple of Eſteem and Veneration for a great and 
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- But may not the Unconverted find in them- 
ſelves a real. Love to the Miniſters and Diſciples 
of Chriſt ? Yes, In us, and many others, there 
is a natural Love to Gop, CHRIST, and them 
who are his. But our natural Love to Gop, 
fince the Fall, riſes not to the loving him as 
God : *Tis not a ſuperlative, prevailmg, govern- 
ing Love to him, for what he is, and what he 
does. Tis nothing more than the common Prin- 


excellent Benefaftor, © *Tis not ſuch a Regard for 
Gop, as makes us above all Things defire to 
Love him, to ſerve him according to his own 
Will, and to live in the Enjoyment of him, *Tis 
not ſuch a iranſcendant Love, as renders us uneaſy 
in the Abſence of the beloved Object, whatever 
our other Enjoyments are, and makes us mourn 
becauſe our Love to him, and ſerving of him, 
are ſo imperfect. Conſequently, our natural Love 
to God's Children, and our Love to them when 
we become ſuch ourſelves, 'are confiderably dif- 
ferent. The former, whatever are the Attractives 


do it, is not a Love to them, for what they are 


in reſpect to Gov, influenced and governed by 
the prevailing Love of Gop himſelf ; but ſo is 
the latter. (.) Tis a Kindneſs and Eſteem for 
the Children of Gop as ſuch; a Love excited 
by ſuch Conſiderations as theſe; their being a 
People whom Gop particularly loves, and who 
ſuperlatively love him. A natural Man may 
eſteem the Children of God as his Fellow- Crea- 
rures, as his Relatives, as his Benefactors, as of 
the ſame Party with himſelf ; but the true Con- 
vert loves them as they are, God's Children, 
Chrift's Followers. (2.) *Tis a Love of good 
Will, Beneficence, and Complacency towards, not 
only ſome, but all of them: A Concern for their 
Intereſts temporal and ſpiritual ; a. Readineſs to 
8 * hs perform 
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perform Offices of Kindneſs and Compaſſion for 


them z a Delight in the Chriſtian Graces that 
adorn them; and a deliberate chooſing to be aſ- 
ſociated” with NIP in Duty and Bleſſedneſs, to 
all Eternity. (3.) *Tis ſuch a Love to all God's 
Children as l as is ſubordinate to, and di- 
rected by, the ſuperlative Love of God himſelf. 
This the Pſalmiſt profeſſed, Pal. xvi. 3. 
For this Kind of Love, the primitive Saints are 
commended, Epbeſ. i. 15. Col. i. 4. Their Faith 
in the Lord Jeſus, 55 attended with a ſincere 
cordial Reſpect for all the Saints. They were 
taught of 1 to love one another as Chriſt's. 


1 Theſ. iv. 9, 10. For this, the Theſſalonian Con- | 


verts were particularly famous. 1 Theſ. iv. 10. 
Chap. v. 11. 2 Thef. i. 3. — And the Apoſtle 
John earneſtly infiſts on this kind of Love, as 
an Evidence of Love to Gop, and happy Fel. 
lowſhip with bim. 1 Jobn. ii. 9, 10. Chap. iii. 
10, 11, 12, 14. Chap. v. 1, 2. — Some are a- 
gainſt trying our State by Marks and Signs: But 
how can that 2510 with the Apoſtle's ſaying, 
ay. Cbap. iii. „We know that we have 
« paſſed enn "Death to Life, becauſe we love 
« the Brethren, ” And, By this we know, 
« that we love the Children of God, when we 
„ love God, and keep his Commandments. .— 
Let me, therefore, put this to you. What is 
your" Affection to the Miniſters and Diſcip les of 
Chriſt ?/Do you delight in a Soul ſearetiing Mi- 


niſtry ? Some will fay, We love to hear Chriſt 


preached, and to hear of Free- Grace. But, ſhould 
we not, likewiſe, love to hear Sin reproved, 
to have our Sins brought to Remembrance by 
the Word preached, and to be led into a tho- 
rough Knowledge of ourſelves? — Again, Do 
vou love all God's People with the Love a- 
forementioned ? This, and Love to * RIST, 
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54 The Philippian 7elor's Converſion 
are inſeparable. Of what avail are Orthodaxy, 
and. flaming Zeal, without theſe ? Indeed no 


turning from Error to Orthodoxy ; from Idola- 


try and Superſtition, to the true . inſtituted. Wor- 
ſhip of Gop; from Profaneneſs to Sobriety, and 
Decency of Behaviour; from ſtupid Thought- 
leſſneſs about Eternity, to an abiding Senſe of Sin, 
and a Concern about our future Welfare; from a 
Contempt or Neglect of divine Ordinances, to an 


external partak ing of them; nothing of all this 


can ſuffice, if the Mind, Mill, and Affectians are 
not renetoed, as thoſe of Lydia and the Jailor 
were. And-if this ſaving. Change is begun upon 


us, how does it diſcover” itſelf? ,(1.) We are as 


willing to be ſaved from all our Sins, as from the 


Miſeries due to them; and chuſe to be bebolden 


to Chriſt and Grace for the whole of our Salvation, 
Ja. xv. 22, 24. (2.) We love Gop with all 
our Hearts, and are poſſeſſed with an abiding 
Concern to know, love, ſerve him better. (3.) In- 


dwelling Sin is our principal Burden, The Re- 


mains of Unbelief, Pride, Worldlineſs, Rebelli- 
on and Enmity againſt God, that are within us, 
we feel, lament, abhor, as offenſive and. diſho- 
pourable to God. Rom. vii. 18, 21, 22, 24.— 
(4. We can't forget our paſt Unkindnefs, Ingra- 
titude, Diſobedience, with reſpect to God; but 
oft remember theſe Things with an ingenuous 
ſelf. loathing, and Godly Sorrow. Ezek. vi. 9. 
Ghap. xxuvi. 31. (z.) Our Souls hunger and 
thirſt after divine Ordinances, as they are God's, 
or Cbriſts ; and as appointed Means of Growth 
and Eſtabliſhment in Grace. P/; xxvii. 4. P/. xlii. 
1s 2. Pf. bexxiv. 2. Pf, Ixv. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. 
(6.) Our Hearts are where CHRIST is. We 
watch againſt the prevailing Love of the World; 
and long to find in ourſelyes a growing Indiffe- 
rence t All earthly Enjoyments, with an . 
22 8 
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ins Preparedneſs for the Work, Society, and 
pure ſatisfying Enjoy ments, of Heaven. Phil. iti; 
20, Col. iii. 1. Nom. viii. 23. 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, 4. 
(7.) We like that Miniſtry beſt, Which is mo 
ſearching ; which guards vs againſt the Follies and 
Temptations we are in Danger from, and leads 
us into a thorough Acquaintance with vurſelves; 
Pſal. xxx ix. 23, 24. (8.) We chuſe to © take 
« up the Cross,“ deſite and endeavour for an 
humble Submiſſion to the correcting Hand of a 
wiſe, good, juſt God; and would wait all the 
Days of our appointed Time till our Change 
ſhall come. Job xiv. 14. Mic. vii. 9. Matt; xvi. 
24. Theſe Things tend to  Afiranre, and boty 
Foy, Which the Failor was brought to, preſently 
upon his Believing.” For 
The laſt Particular of his Hiſtory is, that be re. 
joiced, "believing in God, with all his Houſe: 80 
that the Hiſtory which we have of this "Man, 
though ſort, is full of ſurprizing '- Particulars. 
What a wide Difference between the beginning 
and the concluding Part of it! The firſt Part 
ſets him forth as a rugged maliciuus Perſecutor: 
This laſt Part repreſents him, as confiderably ad- 
vanced beavenward, That Wolf of a Man was 
called not only to | Faith on Chriſt, and viſible 
Fellowſhip with God's People, but to an holy Foy 
reſulting from thence.—Other Scriptures tell us of 
« the Joy of Faith.“ Philip. i. 2 Rom. xv. 13. 
This eyery. ſincete Believer is entitled to. And 
the Primitive Converts did ordinarily attain it, 
immediately upon, or ſoon after, their Conver- 
ſion. The Apoſtle eould profeſs, às 2 Cor. vii. 4. 
« Tam fled with Comfort; I am exceeding joy- 
«fil in alf our Tribulation.” - Now was-this 
culiar to Bm, and ſuch firſt Rate Chriftians as he 
was? No, ft was what the Diſciples of Chriſt 
uſually experienced. AF xi. gz. 7 Pet. ing 
* R 2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. v. 6, 7. 1 Theſ. i. 6. What a wonderful 
Account is bat given of the Theſſalonians! They 
received the Word with much Affliction, yet 


« Joy of the Holy Ghoſt.” 80 did the Failor, 


and his Family. Agreeably to the Accounts gi- 
ven of the Joy of other Primitive Converts, muſt 
we underſtand; what is here told us of the Jailor. 
He rejeiced, in preſent Manifeſtations of divine 
Love, and in Hopes of future Glory. (Ram. v. 2.) 
Believing in God, firmly truſting in him, as recon- 
ciled by the Death of Chriſt Witb all his Houſe. 
He and they concurred in both belzeving and re- 
joicing.— They had, it is, reaſonably preſumed, 
often ſinned together: And, probably, they had 
ſpent many an Hour together in carnal Merri- 
ment, or in that Mirth of which the wiſe Man 
ſays, It is mad, and what doth it??“ Eecleſ. ii. 2. 
But now, being called out of Darkneſs, they be- 
lieve together, and rejoice with, each other. The 
Apoſtle, writing to the Philippians, directs them 
to “ rejoice in the Lord always.“ Chap. Iii. 1. 
Chap. iv. 4, 3. Now the Jailon, and his, might 
be of thoſe. good People at Philippi, whom the 


Apoſtle wrote to. They were, ſo; unleſs they 


were all dead, or removed to ſome other Parts 
before the writing of that Epiſtle, which was, in- 
deed, ſome. Years after the Converſion I am treat- 
ing of. Some are of Opinion that the, Sepbanas 
ſpoken of, 1 Cor. i. 16. was the P bilippian Fair 
lor, who, ſay they, removed with his Family 
from Philipps to Corinth. * But that Tradition is 
perfectly ;groundleſs. The Houſe. of Sephanas 
was the Firſt-Fruits not of Philippi, but -Achaia. 
1 Cor. xvi. 13. As Epenetus was the firſt. ſingle 
Convert of that Province, Rom. xyL 5. ſo the 
Houſhold of Stephanas was the firſt entire Family 
converted therein—I have. ſometimes ſuppoſed 
that the Failor ſpoken of might be the r 
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and heloved Epaphroditus, who was a as 


a Meſſenger between the Apoſtle and the Philip - 


pians. Chap. ii. 25, 26, Wc. Chap. iv. 18. That 
this converted Failor became not only a very ex- 
emplary Believer, but a Chriſtian Paſtor, and an 
uſefull Labourer in the Lord's Harveſt, to me 
ſeems highly probable; For Clement of Rome ſays, 
« The Apoſtles preaching, in Cities and Country- 
«© Places, ordained: their firſÞ Fruits, having tried 
«. them by the Spirit, to be Biſhops and Deacons: 
« of then who ſhould believe.” " This antient 
Teſtimony is of conſiderable Weight. It i imports, 
that the Apoſtles planted Churches not only in 
Cities, or larger Towns, but Villages alſo z that 
the only fixed reſident Officers in thoſe Churches 
were Biſhops and Deacons ; that theſe, antecedently; 
to their Ordination, were tried by the Spirit, and 
the Perſons appointed to be, of theſe Orders were. 
their Firſt- Fruits. Since, then, the Jailor was 
the firſt converted Head of a Family that was ca- 


pable of being elected into either of theſe Offices, 


it is not improbable that he was ſet apart to be a 
Biſhop or Paſtor of the Philippian Church, and 
if ſo, he might be the Epaphroditus that was fo 
dear to Paul and the Philippians, That excellent 
Perſon was not, as ſome tell us, the Biſhop of Phi- 
lippi. Such an Officer, ſeems to have been un- 
known to the Primitive Age; ſince every one of 
the Primitive Churches, ſo far as we can learn 
from the antienteſt Chriſtian Records, had a Plu- 
rality of Biſhops, or fixed, reſident Paſtors, in it, 
all perfectly co-ordinate. ;  Epaphroditus, therefore, 
was not the ſole Biſhop, but one of the Biſhops, or 
Paſtors of the Philippian Church. (Chap. i. 1.) 
And ſofT am almoſt perſuaded, was the Failor; 
which may appear the more likely, if the extraor- 
dinary 8 of his Converſion, and the 


* At. 4 Corinth. c. 42. 
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38 The Philippian Failor's' Converſion 
Emfnency of his Faith, as recorded in the Text, 
are conſidered by us. Who would not, from 
hence, imagine that he was raiſed up for uncom- 
mon Uſefulneſs? He was not, indeed, equal to 
the Apoſtle Paul, whom we are warranted to con- 
ſider as a Saint of the' firſt Magnitude, and as a 
chief Miniſter of Chriſt, and one of the. greateſt 
Sufferers for the Goſpel, - that ever lived. Neither 
do I inſiſt on this Jailor's becoming an Evangeliſt, 
or put him down in the fame Claſs with Timothy, 
Titus, Luke, &c. But the very antient Teſtimony 
of Clement, with the ſurprizing Particulars of his 
Hiſtory, render it exceeding probable, that, be- 
ing ſo wonderfully. converted, he became what I 
have mentioned. —A Writer of the ſecond Cen- 
tury, Dionyſius of Corinth, informs us, that Dio- 
ny/ius the Arecopapite, (As xvii. 34.) was ordain- 
ed a Biſhop of the Church of the Athenians “. 
Why, then, might not the Jailor, of whom a 
much more marvellous Account is delivered to us, 
be ordained a Biſhop of the Church of the Phi- 
lippians ?—The Apoſtle left Titus in Crete, that 
he might ordain Elders, or Biſhops, in every City, 
or Town, or new planted Church. Now from 
whence were thoſe Elders? Were they ſent 
for from abroad? Is it not more probable they 
were taken from among the firſt or eminenteſt of 
the - Cretiany Converts? When therefore Biſhops 
and Deacons became ſettled at Philippi, thoſe Of- 
fice-bearers in the Church were, probably, Phi- 
lippians, not Foreigners; and one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable among them, in point of Gifts, Grace, 
Uſefulneſs, might be the Jailar.— The Cuſtom 
inted at by. Clement ſeems to have continued 
ng after the Days of the Apoſtles. For Gre- 
This we are told in 1 Ece . 
4 on my os rok . But many 
of thoſe Cities, Toa,” were no other than /ora/l Towns. 
Ps WK. 214 | | $97) 
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gory of Neo- Cæſarea, having converted ſome at 


Comana, a ſmall Country Town, or Village in his 
Neighbourhood, he appointed one Alexander, a 
Collier, to be their Biſhop. Now though that 
Collier might be a very excellent Chriſtian, we 
can ſcarcely parallel him with our Philippian 7ai- 
lor; who certainly was, to fay the leaſt, as fit to 
ſuſtain the Office of a Chriſtian Paſtor, as either 


the honeſt Collier, or Gregory his Ordainer.— Eu- 
ſebius, celebrating the Power of God's Word, 


ſays, © It prevailed upon innumerable Perſons to 
« become Chriſtians, and that by Means of 


« ruſtick Inſtruments.— A very large Number of 


Churches were planted, and that in the moſt 
« famous Cities, through Egypt, Lybia, Europe, 
« Ala, in Villages, Towns, and all manner of 
« Places.” Now how were all theſe Churches 


(pupranJper Exxancias) provided with Paſtors ? Ma- 


ny, moſt, if not all, we may preſume, from a- 


mong their frf# or chief Converts. Uſber, in his 
Account of the Religion of the antient 1r:þ, ſays, 


« When Patrick went to Treland, he founded 
« .265 Churches, over whom he ſet as many Bi- 
„ ſhops, with 3000 Preſbyters.” Were not 


thoſe Biſhops and Preſbyters, for the moſt part 


at leaſt, of the new Converts? Though there- 
fore it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe, as ſome “ have 
done, that the Epaphroditus ſo much eſteemed by 
the Apoſtle, was either the Epapbroditus of Nero's 


Court, or the Epaphroditus whom Foſephus, the 
famous Jewiſb Hiſtorian, had a particular Regard 
for, he might poſſibly be the ſame with our con- 
verted Failor. Or, if theſe two were different, 


the latter was, in all likelihood, not only a very 


reputable uſeful Member, but a Biſhop or Paſtor 


of the Philippian Church. I don't ſay, the Biſhop, 


* Berkelius, Salden, and Mr K, the late ingenious and 


learned Mr Malter Moyle's Correſpondent, i 
| H 2 it 


\ 


b — — — — — — * 
- —= „ K %ðù2 IPod OP . 2 — — —-— 4 ——— — ——— — — —:ü¹.P• — — . 
- 
N * — — — _ © 


7 
1 
11 
qo 
. % 
it 
Mt 
Ws * | 
: 
[i 
10 
1 4; 
0 


5 
11 


— — — — — — — 
= 


other primitive Churches. Acts xiv. 23. This laſt 


«+. Church.” Now thoſe ordained Elders were 
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it being certain that the Church at Philipp 
had more Biſhops than one in it, as alſo the 
primo-primitive Church of Feruſalem had, 
(Adds xv. 6, 22, 23. Chap. xxi. 18.) and the 
Church of Epheſus, (Chap. xx. 17, 21.) and 
the Churches of Crete (Tit. i. 3.) and the Church 
at Theſſalonica, (1:Theſ.. v. 12.) and the Church 
of Colaſſe, probably, (Col. i. 7. Chap. iv. 7.) and 


Text ; ſays, they ordained—Elders in every 


Biſbops, beſides "whom and. Deacons, the New 
Teſtament acknowledges no other fixed perpe- 
tual Church Officers; and 'tis not ſaid, they 
ordainęd an Elder, but Elders in every one 
4 of the Churches there pointed at.“ — The ear- 
lieſt Writer who ſeemingly points at à Prefadent 
ar Biſbop, or fingle reſident Paſtor in a Church, 
was Juſtin Martyr, who wrote about the middle of 
the ſeeond Century. After him, the BAH ſpoken 
of, and pleaded for, by Tertullian, Cyprian, the 
Ignalian Epiſiles, the ſpurious Apoſtolicat Conſ- 
tuutions, &c. was evidently a prefiding Presbyter, 
or the Foreman of a Company of Preſbyters in 
a; particular Church, and nothing more; as has 
been irrefragably proved, by Dr Owen, Mr Bax- 
ter, Mr Boyſe, and ſeveral others. But with Je- 
rom, at the cloſe of the fourth Century, or the 
Beginning of the fifth, we inſiſt upon it, that 
the primitive Churches were g ˖d, each of 
them, (Communi Concilio Presbyterarum) by a com- 
mon Council of Preſbyters, or co-ordinate Paſ- 
tors, acting in Concert. — And ſuch an One 
at Philippi, (if not promoted to an higher Claſs) 
was our converted Failor, the Ordination of hom 
was po Trapſgreflion of that Apoſtolical Con- 
ſtitution, 1 Tim. iii. G. A Biſhop muſt not be 
92 Novice,” or araw weak injudicious Beginner in 
Religion, 
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Religion. For ſuch an one (there is good 
reaſon to apprehend) this Convert, when the 


Church at Pbilippi had Elders ordained in it, was 
conſiderably ſuperior to.— 1 have now gone thro? 
a very ſurprizing Narrative, and recommend 
it to the Conſideration of all, as a moſt me- 
morable Inſtance of the ſovereign Freeneſs and 
Almighty Efficacy, of converting, Grace, — Let 


me remark, upon the Whole, in a few Par- 
ticulars. | BOLL: 9th 

1. We have, here, an Exception to that of 
the Wiſe Man, Prov. xvi. 18. Pride goeth be- 
« fore Deſtruction, c.“ which imports not meerly 
that Pride perſiſted in, tends to Deſtruction; but 


oftentimes, when Sinners are left to act a moſt 


remarkably proud, arrogant Part, it betokens 
Death and Hell being very near to them. But 
it is not always ſo. God ſometimes ſuffers proud 
perverſe Rebels to go on acting like themſelves, 
and at length viſits them with renewing Grace, 
and ſpiritual Conſolations, which two concurring, 


do wonderfully ſweeten the Tempers of Men, 


or ſurprizingly alter them for the better. This 


was verified in the Failor. What followed on 


his acting the proud malicious Part aſcribed to 


him, ver. 24 ? Did divine Juſtice lay hold on 


this ravening Wolf, and throw him into the 
Priſon of Hell, inſtantly, or ſoon after? No. In- 


finite Mercy exerted itſelf, and laid hold on the 
proud perveri-- Ait of this Profiigate, in ſuch 


a divine Manner as to transform him. His 
Pride was ſubdued, the Haughtineſs of his Spi- 
rit made to give Way, and he perſwaded to be- 


come a ſincere friendly Aſſociate with them, whom 
he had ſpighted, and with a Spirit of impotent 


Malice ſet himſelf againſt. v. p. 25. 
- 2, We have, in this Hiſtory, an inſtance of 


the Subordination of the natural World, to the 


Þ Purpoſes 
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Purpoſes of Divine Grace, This World of ours 
was made for Chriſt, and the Elen. And all 
the | Concerns of it are over-ruled by him with 
x ſpecial Regard to bem; Coloſ. i. 13, 16, 17. 
Epheſ. i. 23. 23. — The Earthquake, (ver. 26.) 
was ſent in order to the Converſion of the 
Jalbr and Bir. And why ſhould that be won- 
dred at, ſince * God's own Son ” came down 
ſram Heaven, and ſuffered, groaned, died for 
the ſame Purpoſe ? 2 — tis well known, 
are natural Events. but the beneficial Effects of 
them may be ſupernatural. and ſaving nevertheleſs. 
So a Thunder · Storm, an Hurricane, an Eclipſe, the 
Appearance of a Comet, a Fit of Sickneſs, the Death 
of ſome near Relative or Acquaintance, a Mor- 
tality among Cattle, the Riſe and Progreſs of a 
wicked unnatural Rebellion, &c. any Thing 
of theſe Kinds, an Infinitely Wiſe and good God 
can make to ſubſerve his moſt merciful Deſigns of 
converting and ſaving Sinners. A Shower of Rain, 
(or any Thing elſe how ordinary ſoever) the all- 
wiſe Being, can make Uſe of for good; as may be 
inferred from that Reproof, Fer. v. 22, 23, 24. 
Agreeably to which, the Providence and Word of 
God, at this Day, ſpeak to the Inhabitants of 
Great Britain, thus. Fear ye not ne? Will ye 
not, yet tremble, at my Preſence,“ who not long 
ſince did ſo awfully admoniſb you, and ſince that, 
have fo graciouſly and ſeaſonably appeared for you? 
Will nothing work upon your revolting and re- 
bellious Hearts? Are both Judgments and Mercies 
ineffectua to perſwade' you? Shall a People 
whom God has ſo often warned, and delivered, con- 
tinue' hardned, and go on frowardly in ways lead- 
ing to Deſtruction? How ridiculous this! How 
abominable l How provoking to the Holy One 
How unworthy of — Chriſtians, and ra- 


tional Beings ! | 
3. What 


„ 


conſider d and improu d. 63 
3. What Reaſon have we to be concerned for 
having enjoyed the Goſpel fo long, with ſo little 
Advantage? Whereas the Jailor and bis were 
brought to Faith, Holineſs, viſible Fellowſhip with 
God's People, and ſpiritual Joy, preſently. But 
et not this diſcourage any, who, bewail paſt Miſ- 

W yes are concerned to make a better 

of Opportunities for the future, and reſolve 

to continue 'waiti Does the good Spirit ordi- 

narily work more ſparingly, and ſlowly, now than 

he did formerly; this we are called to ſubmit to; 

accounting it a rich Mercy, 'if God ſhould work 

* us effectually, as a Sanctiſier and Comforter, 
ter a patient waiting of ſeveral Years. Yet, 

4. How eaſily can Gop revive dying Religion, 
in his own Time? *Tis but working on the Hearts 
of many, as he was pleaſed to work on Lydia, and 
the Jailor, with their Families, and the Work is 
done. This, therefore, we ſhould be, ſollicitous 
about, and earneſtly pray, for; ſince+whatever 
God has determined and promiſed to do for Per- 
ſons, Families, Churches, Kingdoms, he has de- 
clared to this Purpoſe. © I will yet for this be 
« enquired of, by the Houſe of Tf, to do it for 
« them,” Ezek. xxxvi. 37. But who is, of him- 
ſelf, fufficient even for bis? Without Chriſt, we 
can do nothing. But his Grace 1s ſufficient for 
us, and he has promiſed his Holy Spirit to them 
who aſk it. I chuſe not to conclude without put- 
ting down the Purpert and Subſtance of the Latin 
Sentence quated Form Arguftir in the Title Page. 
« Let than redF-and underſtand,“ (he is there 
ſpeaking to the Pelagians) © let chem obſerve and 
« confeſs, that *tis not the meer outward Miniſtry of 
* the Word that converts Men; but by a ſecret, 
& marvellous, ineffable, powerful, Work ing on their 
* Hearts, he not only brings them to a Knowledge 
of divine Things, but — them with good 

** habitual 
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64 The Philippian Failor's Converſion 
«* habitual Diſpoſitions.” Thus did God work 
on the Failor and his. In the ſame Manner 
let us intreat him to work on #s, ours, and 
all others, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Family-Go- 
vernors, Members of particular Churches,' Hearers 
of every Denomination, Anti-ſcripturiſts of every 
Sort, Sc. not excepting the vile Miſcreants 
whoſe publick Robberies, Murders, and treaſo- 
nable Proceedings, have | forfeited their Lives, 
and all of this World, to the Juſtice of the 
Nation. May the Almighty SrIx IT, to whom 
nothing 1s difficult, touch and turn the Hearts 


even of theſe. 
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